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Retire to Chelſea, for the Recouery of my Health 
Breach with Mr. Sweedland—Supper at the 
Bedford-Arms—Dr. Oliver's friendly Con- 

duct Again arreſted, and carried to a Spung- 
ing- Houſe—My Conduct t here, and on my re- 


turn Home. | 


AFTER the departure of the Count 
de Guignes, I remained. at home 

for ſome time, and became ſo neglect- 
A3 4 
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ful of myſelf, that my diſorder gained 
very conſiderably upon me; aud, as 
I did not attend to Dr. Chiadick's di- 
rections, he would have nothing more 
to do with me: I was obliged, there- 
fore, at laſt, to ſend for Sir Car 
Hawkins, who comforted me with 
the aſſurance, that I wanted aur/ing, 
more than medicine; and that, if I 
would be obedient to his preſcrip- 
tions, my cure was at no great diſ- 
tance, This illneſs, however, brought 
me ſo low in pocket, as well as ſpi- 
rits, that I was obliged to part with 
my horſes—the carriage was reſerved 
for ſome future emergency. 


At this period my friends ſeemed 
to have abandoned me: Mr. Sweed- 
land, indeed, when he came to town, 


always uſed to live at my houſe, 
and 
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and was by no means backwards in 
his aſſiſtance; but ſo many of his 
acquaintance uſed to call on him, and 
there was ſuch feaſting and carouſing 
with them, that, whatever money 
he gave me was ſoon exhauſted in 
houſe-keeping, while my cellars were 
entirely emptied of the wine. At 
length, his reſources failed—and I 
was under the neceſſity of telling him, 
that my houſe could no longer be at 
the ſervice of him or his compa- 
nions. In ſhort, I went and took 
a little ready-furniſhed houſe near 
Ranelagh, and locked up all my rooms 
at home, except the parlour, which 
I left open, for the maid to uſher any 
gentleman into, who might call to 
enquire after me. A Miſs Lewis, 
who was engaged to play at the Dub- 
ln Theatre the enſuing ſeaſon, ac- 

A 4 cepted 
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cepted my invitation to ſtay with me 
while ſhe remained in England; and 
with one ſervant, and a very few 
neceſſaries, we went and took poſ- 


ſeſſion of our little Chelfea habita- 
tion. 


As we were one day looking over 
ſome trinkets, I found a lady's mi- 
niature picture, which Mr. Sweedland 
had given me; and as, at that time, 
any means of raiſing a little money 


were acceptable, I ſent it to a Pawn- 
broker's in Berawick-fireet, Soho, and 


received two guineas upon it, A few 
days after, Mr. Sweed/and calling in 
Delahay-ſtreet, and finding that I had 
actually kept my word with him, 
and was gone to Chelſea, he paid us a 
viſit at our new abode—when the 
common ſalutation was over, his firſt 

enquiry 
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enquiry was rather an unlucky one; 
for it was nothing more or leſs than 
to know what was become of the mi- 
niature picture he had left with me? 
which, he ſaid, was that of his 
mother.— I was not, at this time, in 
a humour to make excuſes I there- 
fore told him at once that his mother 
was then with a Mr. Corderoy, a 
Pawn-broker in Berwick-ftreet, Soho; 
and that, if he would pay between 
two and three pounds for her board 
and lodgmg, he might have her home 
again whenever he pleaſed. This 

piece of intelligence produced ſome 

ſmart repartees between us but what 

could he do but ſubmit? — and after 
deſiring me to give an order to my 
ſervant to deliver up his clothes which 
were at my houſe in town, leſt he 


ſhould have board and lodging alſo 
| n — 
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to pay for them, he took rather an 
angry leave. 


After this little fracas, J remained 
for ſome days in quiet and ſolitude, 
and amuſed myſelf for ſupplies, by 
writing to ſeveral of my friends for 
that purpoſe; and from Mr. E. Stan- 


diſh 1 received a letter with a draft 


for ten pounds on Mr. Stacey, of the 
Bedford- Arms, who heſitated to pay 
me at firſt, and did not pay me at 
laſt, without receiving a few oblique 
compliments, which operated upon 
his fears, rather than his generoſity. 
This little ſupply was of no ſmall 

uſe; and a few days afterwards I re- 
ceived a meſſage from Doctor Oliver, 
deſiring my company to ſupper that 
very evening at the Bedford. Arms. 


On my arrival there, I found a large 


aflembly 
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aſſembly of my acquaintance, among 
whom were Mr. Charles Dillon, Chaſe 
Price, Lord Corke, &c. &c. After 
ſupper, as I was rather poorly, Doc- 
tor Oliver deſired me to retire to 
Thornton's, and that he would fol- 
low immediately, as he had ſome- 
thing very particular to communi- 
cate to me. Accordingly I took my 
leave, and, in a ſhort time, Mr. 
Oliver brought me forty pounds, 
which the company had ſent me- 
I naturally ſtayed half an hour to 
thank and chat with him, and then 
returned home to Chelſea, 


Tho' lived in this retired ſituation, 
I was not without viſitors, and kept a 


more plentiful table than when I was 
in town, which gave me an opportu— 


nity of giving a great deal of broken 
AG victuals 


12 MEMOIRS OF 


victualsto my poor neighbours, whicl 
I had particular pleaſure indiſtributing 
myſelf; and, to ſay the truth, I was 
never more happy than while I lived 
in this little retired habitation. —The 
air of the place agreed with me, and 
I recovered my ſtrength ſo faſt as to 
be able ſometimes to walk to town. 


In one of theſe perambulations, 
however, I was followed by a ſher- 
riff's officer, whole name was Burton, 
who contrived to accompany me in- 
to my houſe, and informed me that 
he had a ſmall piece of paper in his 
hand, which gave him poſſeſſion of 
my perſon, till 1 had diſcharged a 
{mall debt due to a Mr. Rudd, a mer- 
cer, amounting to about ſeven pounds. 
As I had already paid this demand, 
and had the receipt in the houſe ; 
I told 
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I told my gentlemanthat I ſhould put 
in bail for the action and get it ſet- 
tled immediately. He then produced 
another action againſt me, which he 
ſaid I thould be able to arrange in a 
few minutes, if I would accompany 
him to his houſe in Baldwin's Gar- 
dens; ſo a coach was called, and I had 
the honour ot attending the catch- 
pole thither. 


On my arrival at the ſpunging 
houſe, (anda ſbunging houle indeed it 
was to the unfortunate wretches who 
were forced thither,) I ſent for my 
mantua-maker who was always my 
privy counſellor on theſe occaſions. 
While I was waiting for her appear- 
ance I made acquaintance with a poor 
man who had been for three days the 
inhabitant of this infernal den, and 

at 
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at the mercy of its blood ſucking 
owners. His debt- was but ſmall, 
and my purſe being rather in a ſtate 
for generoſity, I paid the demand 
againſt him, and ſent the man and his 
wife, (who ſat mourning beſide him,) 
away as happy as unexpected liberty 
could make them. On ſuch circum- 
ſtances I now dwell with much ſa— 
tis faction; and I have a right to ſay, 
that whenever my own folly had led 
me to ſuch a wretched place, I never 
quitted it without having liberated 
ſome unfortunate perſon from it, 


Trifling and unjuſt as the demand 
againſt me was, I could not ſettle it 
that afternoon, and continued to be 
extremely 1ll-treated by the extorti- 
onate fiend of a landlady, becauſe I 


would not eat or drink with her.— 
I was 
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] was obliged therefore to ſtay all 
night, and on the next morning 
when my bail arrived, and I found 
that the other action was all a pre- 
tence merely to get me into their 
houſe, and make a prey of me, I was 
determined to play a game in my 
turn; and being informed by my 
intelligent mantua-maker that they 
could not detain me for any expences 
I might incur under forty ſhillings, 
I immediately began to call about me, 
and the miſtreſs of the houſe began 
to favour me with her ſmiles. In 
ſhort, a bill for fix and thirty ſhil- 
lings was ſoon made, and ] defired 
Mr. Burton to accompany me home, 
when I would ſettle it. On our arri- 
val there I told him, that asI hadgiven 
bail for one debt, I would not give 
bail for the other ; and when he be» 
gan 
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gan to remouſtrate, I let him know 
that I had two ſecurities below ſtairs, 
and if they did not ſatisfy him, he 
jt . -ſhould have a third. Accordingly 
| two chairmen, who were in waiting, | 
obeyed my ſummons, and on my 
telling theſe good fellows that I had 
| called them to give bail to that bai- 
liff; By Jaſus, madam, ſaid one 
of them, „I'll give bail for his head, 
and if he will not go quietly with 
<« "it on his ſhoulders, he ſhall carry 
it in his hand.” —this declaration 
[ F had the deſired effect, for the villain 
made the beſt of his way out of the 
| houſe, and I heard of him no more. 


it | — — CHAP. 
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Nocturnal Revell, Match. houſe Midnight 
Scene. Viſit Mr, Kildare's, where I again 
meet Mr. Sheldon. A remarkabie Antcdite 
of the lale Lord Harrington, with an Ac- 
count of 'his extraordinary Amours.— Hiſtory 
of a Beautiful young Girl, a Farmer's Daugh- 
ter, who was ſeduced from her Parents by the 
infamous Mrs. White, a well known Procureſs. 
Am the fortunate means of reſliring her to 
her Friends. 


I now returned to Chelſea, and in 

a few days received another meſ- 
ſage from Dr. Oliver, deſiring my 
company to ſup with a party at the 
Bedford Arms, I did not heſitate to 
— hens obey 
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obey the ſummons of ſuch a gene- 
rous friend; and partook of a very 
elegant entertaiument, with muſic, 
&c, The company conſiſted of Dy. 
Oliver, Lord Edvard Bentinch, Chaſe 
Price, Mr. Charles Texonly, Sir Richard 
Symons, Mr. Dillon, &c. with Lucy 
Cooper, Sophia Dubourg, Miſs Hudſon, 
and ſeveral others. After we had 
enjoyed a jovial evening, the party, 
who were now elevated into high 
ſpirits, determined to take a round 
to the other houſes. As we paſſed 
through Covent Garden, where there 
had been a conſiderable fire a few days 
before, Mi Hudſon, who was in a mood 
of no common vivacity, contrived to 
mount herſelf upon an heap of rub- 
biſh, and exclaiming with no ſmall 
noiſe, that every cock might crow 
upon its own dunghill, drew the at- 

tention 
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ten tion of the conſtable of the night, 
who was on his patrole; and the 
attentive officer was determined that 
her crowings, if ſhe choſe to conti— 
nue them, ſhould be in the rounds 
houſe, The company remonſtrated, 
but without effect; and, finding 
that ſhe muſt accompany the peace 
officer to his nocturnal guard-room, 
we were reſolved to ſhare her fate, 
and the watch-houſe was hardly large 
enough to hold us. However, we 
were not in an humour to paſs the 
time in dulneſs or in ſorrow, —and 
Lord Edward Bentinck having ordered 
a quantity of champagne from the 
Bedford Arms; we regaled ourſelves 
with no little mirth, till it was broad 
day-light.— The conſtable and his 
myrmidons were by no means diſſa- 
tisfied with our company, and a lit- 

| tle 
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tle money being diſtributed amongſt 
them, we were ſuffered to quit our 
durance without moleſtation, and we 
all returned to our reſpective homes. 


About a fortnight after this jo- 
vial adventure, as I was croſsing the 
Park, I met my old acquaintance Mr. 
Kildare of King*s-Place, who preſſed 
me very much to call at his houſe 
that very evening.—The reaſons on 
which he urged his requeſt were ſuf- 
ficient to enſure my acquieſcence, 
and he accordingly introduced me to 
Lord Molyneux, now Lord Sefton.— 
This amiable nobleman diſcovered 
a very great partiality to me; and 
continued to favour me with his at- 
tentions till he married the beautiful 
Lady Arabella Stanhope. I now made 
an accidental acquaintance with Caps 

tain 


ANN SHELDON. 21 


tain Hotham, who joined me in the 
mall, and was very deſirous to accom» 
pany me home, but which, as he was a 
perfect ſtranger to me, I peremptorily 
refuſed, and aſſigned the true reaſon for 
my not complying with his requeſt.— 
He then defired me to meet him in the 
evening at Mr. Kildare's, where he 
was no ſtranger, and to this latter 
propoſal I very readily aftented.— 
As I was rather earlier than the time 
of my appointment with this gentle- 
man, I had an opportunity of forming 
an acquaintance with Lord Derby and 
Mr. T. Foley, now the peer of that 
title, which proved very advantage- 


ous to me. At length, however, Cap- 
tain Hotham madehis appearance, and 


if it had not been for his regimentals, 
I ſhould have really thought him 
to have been an itinerant diſciple of 


Whitfield 
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Whitfield or Weſtley. Such a ſermon, 


I] believe, was never before preached 
in a brothel as this moralizing officer 
delivered tome. In ſhort, after teiz- 
ing me thus with—I know not what, 
l had no other method to get rid 
of him, but by promiſing to meet him 
at the ſame place on a future day. 


As I was going down ſtairs Mr. 
Kildare invited me toſtay and ſup with 
Mrs. Kildare, and the ladies; and I had 
ſcarce paid my compliments to the 
company, when who ſhould arrive 
but Mr. Ra@h Sheldon, Mr. Standiſb, 
and ſeveral other gentlemen. My 
partiality for the former was revived 
the moment I ſaw him,—and my 
mortification was extreme, when, 
after taking a polite notice of' me, 


he retired with another lady. 
The 
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The following evening, Captain 
Hotham had prepared another ſermon 
for the exerciſe of my patience, but, 
to my great joy his diſcourſe was in- 
terrupted, in the very beginning, by 
the arrival of Lord Dumfries, and 
Captain Horneck. His Lordſhip was 
very polite in his attentions to me, 
and not only invited me to partake 
of a dinner he was to give the follow- 
ing day at the Horſe-Guards, but de- 
fired me to bring as many of my fe- 
male friends as I thought proper. 
I accepted the invitation, and a very 
jovial party we were, conſiſting at 
leaſt of forty ladies and gentlemen.— 
After a day and an evening of no com- 
mon regale, it was propoſed by ſome 
of the company to take a round among 
the houſes of a certain deſcription in 
the pariſh of St. James. For this 
purpoſe 
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purpoſe ſome of the party had diſ- 
guiſed themſelves in borrowed drefles, 
—and Captain Horneck I remember, 
had put on that of a drummer,— 
Thus appointed wefallied forth on our 
midnight, mad-cap expedition.— 
The hiſtory of all we met, of all we 
ſaw, and all we ſaid, would fill a vo- 
lume; and when the part which I am 
about to relate, 1s conſidered as the 
only relateable circumſtance of our 
ramble, the reader will be, I fear, of 
opinion, that 1f a volume were filled 
with the reft of our adventures, it 
would be wholly unfit for the peru- 
ſal of any perſons whatever, but 
ſuch as were deſcribed in it. 


I be viſit we made to Mrs. John- 
fon in Bury- ſtreet, offered to our aſto- 
niſhment, a very ſingular ſpectacle, 
| This 
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This was no leſs than a large par- 
lour full lined with about thirty of the 
loweſt claſs of abandoned proſtitutes, 
who were ranged in order; while the 
late Lord Harrington, with all the ſo— 
lemnity of a Turkiſh Baſhhaw, examin- 
cd their r eſpective charms, in regular 
ſucceſſion, in order to throw his hand- 
kerchief to at leaſt a pair of theſe de- 
lightful females.— This ceremony 
we beheld with a wonder equal to 
our attention, and had reſolution 
ſufficient to with- hold our laughter 
till his lordſhip had made his choice 
and retired to an inner room 'with 
two ſuch dirty drabs as a chimney- 
ſweeper himſelf, in all the filth of 
his employment, would not have 
deigned to ſelect as objects of his paſ- 
ſion. But our ſport, ſuch as it was, 
did not end here, for Captain Hor- 
Vol. III. B neck 
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neck aſſuming the language of the 
dreſs he wore, began a little verbal 
engagement with them in their own 
phraſeology, and as they were all 
well ſupplied with gin, their ſpirits 
were quickly elevated, and diſputes 
of courſe enſued which being artfully 
fomented, a battle royal took place, 
and eight or ten of theſe creatures 
were ſeen, at the ſame time, ſprawl- 
ing on the floor, and as many noſes 
bleeding. In ſhort, the combat laſt- 
ed till the field of battle was covered 
with the fallen, and not a piece of 
any thing that could be broken re- 
mained whole. From thence we re- 
treated to other ſcenes of ſimilar di- 
verſion, —if diverſion it may be called, 
which Iſhall not venture to deſcribe, 


I now. 
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I now continued to frequent Mr. 
Kildare's houſe, where the daughters 
of proſtitution were not, as at Mrs, 
Godby's, ſtripped and purloined of the 
wages of their miſerable occupation, 
for no impoſitions were practiſed 
there to make wretchedneſs more 
wretched. At this time a circum- 
ſtance accidentally happened, the rela- 
tion of which reheves my mind from 
the irkſome bufineſs of writing ſo 
much of my diſgrace, and the reader 
I am ſure, will not be difpleaſed to 
find that there is now and then a 
page in this work which will do me 
ſome credit, and this, I truſt, is one 
of them. 


As I was one morning returning 
home in my chair, I oblerved a very 
beautiful young woman without ei- 


B 2 ther 
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ther a cloak or an apron, walking by 
the ſide of it and ſpeaking to my chair- 
men, I ordered them to ſtop in order 
to know what ſhe wanted; when in 
a language far above her appearance, 
and a ſtrain of apology, for the liber- 
ty ſhe had taken with me, that 
would have ſuited with almoſt any 
rank, the expreſſed a wiſh to tell 
her ſtory. I accordingly ordered her 
to follow the chair home, and when 
we were alone in the parlour, I de- 
fired her to gratify her wiſhes in re- 
lating to me all ſhe was anxious I 
ſhould know concerning her. 


She then delivered herſelf to the 
following purpoſe : 


60 My father, madam, is a very 
« worthy and reſpectable farmer 
6 near 
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near in the County of: 
— with whom about ſix months 
ago I lived in the utmoſt credit 
and comfort: but it was my miſ- 
fortune to make an acquaintance 
with a Mrs. I/hite, who came 
into our neighbourhood, to paſs a 
few weeks during the ſummer ſea- 
ſon. As ſhe was a very well be- 
haved woman, of a genteel ap- 
pearance, and kept her carriage, 
it was not poſſible for perſons ig- 
norant as we were of what is 
called faſhionable life, to ſuſpect 
her to be what ſhe certainly is, a 
procureſs of women, and whoſe 
country journies during the ſam- 
mer is merely to colle& victims 
for the luſt of winter. In ſhort, 
Mrs. Vite, who now uſed to vi- 
at conſtantly at our houſe, inflam- 


82 «os 
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% ed my mind with ſuch a deſire to 
„% ſee London, that altho' I was on 
% the point of being married to a 
& young, and wealthy farmer of 
% the ſarne neighbourhood, I con- 
«« ſented toaccompany her for a fort- 
« night, if ſhe could procure my 
% father's conſent ; which, with 
„ ſome difficulty, ſhe contrived to 
66. cfiect. 


: Ihe conſequence of this Jour- 
yy ney in which I expected to enjoy 
6 ſo much pleaſure, and to acquire 
66 ſuch great improvement, was, with 
„ the affiſtance of Mrs. he, my 
« being ſeduced by Lord Deloraine, 
«« who ſupported me about five 
„ weeks, and then left me. An 
accidental acquaintance with Mr. 


« Kuldare of King's-Place, made me 


atter- 
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afterwards a frequenter of his 
houſe, from whence J was in- 


veigled by a Mrs. Johnſton, who 


kept me for ſome time at her 
houſe, from whence I was per- 
ſuaded by her partner, Mrs. But- 
ler, to go to Dublin, where I was 
told that fortune would inſtantly 
take me into her grace and favour; 
but all I got there was the diſ- 
eaſe I now bear about me,—and no 
ſooner did the infamous woman, 
with whom I lived, perceive my 
ſituation, than ſhe removed me 
to one of the loweſt brothels in 
Smock- Alley, and there left me. 


4% Tn this ſtate of diſtreſs, J ap- 


plied to a few gentlemen whom 1 
had ſeen at Mrs. Butler's, and 
having collected about three gui- 

B 4 % neas, 
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neas, I immediately took a place 
in the packet and returned to Eng- 
land. After encountering very 
great diſtreſs, I arrived in Lon- 
don, and as I conducted my ſelf, 


I believe, very much to Mr. Al- 


- dare's ſatisfaction, while I remain- 


ed in his houſe, I am diſpoſed to 
hope that, aſſiſted by your applica- 


ion, he would again receive me, 


get me reſtored to my health, and 
finally afford me an opportunity 


of reſtoring myſelf to my family.“ 


Here LY poor girl ended her hif- 


tory ; and on my aiking her if ſhe 
thougat her father would ever ac- 
knowledge her—ſhe ſaid, that the had 
luckily, and almoſt miraculoufly re- 
ceived a letter from him the day be- 


fore, by which it appeared that he 


was 
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was totally ignorant of her ſituation, 
and very anx1ous about her return to 
him. She then told me her real n me, 
and, after I ordered her to be well 
clothed with ſome of my own ap- 
parel, and a comfortable meal to be 


given her, I ſet off to Mr. Ki/dare's 


to hear whether his account tallied 


with that which had juſt been deli- 
vered to me. This I found to be the 
caſe in every particular, —I therefore 


loſt no time to do the poor woman 


good, and calling the next day on Sir 
Ce/ar Hawkins, told him the little 
melancholy hiſtory which I have juſt 
related. Let her come to me,''— 
laid this humane practitioner, — 
& let her eome to me; my future 
„ care ſhall coſt her nothing, nor 
„ ſhall my paſt attendance to you, 
be any burthen upon you, for the 
«© goodneſs you have manifeſted to 
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& this unfortunate creature.“ Under 
his direction ſhe was in a very ſhort 
time reſtored to perfect health; and 
having made a collection for her 
among my friends, of about wwen!y 
guineas, J ſent her home to her fa- 
ther. Very ſoon after, the inform— 
ed me by a letter written in the moſt 
grateful terms, that ſhe had been re- 
ceived at home with the greateſt 
kindneſs, that her misfortunes were 
ended, and that her former lover 
was very ſhortly to be her huſband. 
——]n tke ſorrows, wants and other 
calamities of my fooliſh and aban- 
doned life, J have reflected on this 
act of it, —and received comfort. 


CHAP. 
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Retire again to Chelſea, — Mr. Malſingham re- 
news his viſits. Form an acquaintance with 
Sir F. Molyneux, at Kildare's— Adventure 
in Crown Court Weſtminſter. Curious Ancc- 
dote of General Frazer.—Another Maſque- 
rade. Meet with a Mr. Carr of Northum— 
bcrland.— My Connexion with him, &c. 


Now retired again to my little 
© Chelſea Cottage, where I received 
a very ſerious viſit from Mr. J/ aifing- 
Ham; who deſired ſome account of 
my proceedings.—l told him that 1 
had put down my carriage, which 
made him very happy. I then in- 

B 6 formed 
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formed him I was on the point of 
ſelling my chair, which was favour- 
ed alſo with his approbation. I next 
proceeded to give him an account of 
my mode of life at Chelſea, which, 
as far as I let him know of it, dehght- 
ed the gentleman extremely; and, he 
offered, notwithſtanding the viſit I 
had occaſioned him to make to the 
Earl of Shelburne in Wiltſhire, if 1 
would remain where I was, and give 
up my houſe in town, to continue 
his friendſhip to me 1n the moſt ample 
manner. But as I had now got into 
a new and profitable haunt, it did not 
ſuit me to comply with his propo- 
ſition, which ſerved as a ballance to 
his former account of ſatisfaction, 
for it made him, as he ſaid, very 
unhappy. However, he did not 
leave me till the next morning ; and 

then 
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then he returned, as I underſtood, to 
complete his viſit, and perhaps his 
recovery at Lord SHelburne's country 
ſeat. 


My viſits in town were now chiet- 
ly to Mr. Kildare's, and the principal 
friend whom I met there was Sir 
Francis Molyneux, of whom 1t be- 
comes me to fay every thing that is 
_ handſome and applauſive. As io: my 
town houſe, I had almoſt deſerted it, 
for though it got mc a great deal of 
money, it ſpent all I got ; and my 
dinners and fuppers, which I gave 
to my viſitors, very frequently coſt 
me more than I received from them: 
ſo that I found my little cottage not 
only a ſource of health and ſatisf acti- 
no, but of ceconomy alſo, 


It 


| 
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It was not, however, to be ſup- 
poſed that I could keep long from 
town; and it would not be an impro- 
priety in me to ſay, that I lived in re- 
tirement, if I remained at my coun— 
try-houſe only three days out of the 
ſeven. 


In one of my town viſits, having 
occaſion tocall at mymantua-maker's, 
found a lady with her whoſe name 
was Pearſe, who aſked me if I did not 
recollect her; and, on being anſwer- 
ed in the negative, ſhe told me that 
the was a priſoner in the ſpunging- 
houſe from which I relieved Miſs 
Laurence: that ſhe was taken from 
thence to the Marſbalſca priſon in the 
Borough, where ſhe remained for 
ſome time, till a Mr. Pickering, who 
was a judge 1n that court, taking a 
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fancy to her, maintained her during 
her ſtay there, and afterwards paid 
her debt. Her original fortune, ſhe 
ſaid, was five hundred pounds, with a 
couple of houtes, which had been all 
ſpent on a man for whom the had 
conceived an unfortunate paſſion, and 
who, the moment the was arreſted, 
had totally deſerted her. At this 
time ſhe lived with a Mrs. Drybutter, 
who went by the name of Haymer, in 
a little houſe in Crown Court IVeft- 
minſter, where ſhe invited me to 
take tea with her any leiſure after- 
noon. 


My curioſity led me to accept of 
this invitation, where I ſaw this Mrs. 
Haymer, with a large baſket full of 
rags, em ployed in making up rag dolls, 

at 
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at which work ſhe told me that ſhe 
could earn a guinea a week; but 
this was not h-r fole occupation, as 
ſhe had the liberty of ſelling fruit in 
the lobby of the Houſeof Commons; 
and, as ſhe was acquamted with the 
members, ſhe often recommended 
women to them; and immediately 
propoſed to introduce me to a gentle- 
man who would treat me with great 
generoſity. As I was never out of 


my way, and was rather diſpoſed to 


ſnatch at any thing that came una- 
wares, I acceded to her propoſal, 
and was the next morning conduct— 
ed by her daughter, a girl of about 
ſixteen, to General Frazer's houſe in 
Downing-ſtreet, Weſtminſter. On our ar- 
rival there Iwas uſhered up ſtairs ;on 
the top of which I ſaw a tall, hungry 
looking old gentleman, whole appear- 

| ance 
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ance was by no means calculated to 
give me a very favourable opinion of 
his gallantry. He handed me through 
ſeveral rooms till at laſt we came to 
a kind of library in which there was 
a ſopha. On my ſitting down, — well 
Miſs, ſaid the old man, you ſeem to 
look rather queer this morning—you 
have not the air of being in a good 
humour—but in order to diſſipate it, | 
he ſat down by me and gave me a | 
paper, in which five guineas were as 1 
carefully wrapped as if they were | 
never to ſee the daylight. —The 

General then began to make ſome 
approaches which, however military, 
did not meet with any encouragement 
from me ; ſo that he began to remon- 
ſtrate on the money he had given me, 
and for what purpoſe, —when taking 
out my purſe which was at that time 
well 


m_—_— — 
— — — — — — — —— — 
— — — — — — — 


42 MEMOIRS OF 


well lined, I ſhook it at him with 
an affurance that five guineas were of 
no conlequence to me, and that in re- 
turn for them I would take myſelf 
away, and ſend him, a companion, 
better formed for his amuſement than 
I could be, a basket of the rag aolls 
made by the woman who had done 
me the honour of introducing me; 
indeed they were better calculated 
for him to pull about than a fine wo- 
man. One of the General's Aid du 
Cainps appeared on my ringing the 
bell, and I ſoon found. myſelf in the 
coach which brought me thither. 


My young companion, the wor- 
thy Mrs. Haymer's daughter, imme- 
diately diſcovered her knowledge of 
the trade, by asking me concerning 
my gains; informing me of the 


pound» 


i ( Wt nf re eee wo oe oO 


. 
* 
% 
= 
— 
X 
- 
y 
vp; 
©, 
55 
5 
aj 
PSY 
CO 
* 


TRE WA RARER Ie is 


DET SRI gs 


* 
$+* 
C 
9 
| 
*: 
1 
1 


ANN SHELDON. 42 


poundage her mother uſually receiv- 
ed, and hinting at a little premium 
ſhe expected for herſelf. I did not 
then pretend to underſtand the mi- 
ſerable doctrine of poundage, but I 
gave the girl two guineas for her mo- 
ther and ſent her home. It was no 
wonder indeed, that this unhappy 
young woman ſo well underſtood 
the horrid impoſition which the pro- 
curefs impoſes on the proſtitute, as 
I found, from the information of 
Mrs. Pearſe, that ſhe was obliged to 
pay it to her own mother, or the 
door was ſhut againſt her. That un- 
natural woman little cared who, or 
what the ſacrificed, ſo that griſt came 
to her mill :—and I am told that this 
buſineſs, witha little fruit ſelling, at 
no great diſtance from Meſtminſter 

Bridge, 
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Bridge, ſtill continues to be her ho- 
nourable occupation. 


Lord Bateman being now returned 
to town, and never caliing on me, 
was a circumſtance which greatly 
mortified me: and on my not receiv- 
ing an anſwer to a letter which J 
wrote to him, my mortification was 
not a little encreaſed. At a maſque- 
rade which was ſhortly afterwards at 
Carliſle-houſe, I had almoſt certain 
hopes of ſeeing him, but I was again 
diſappointed. However, tho' I mifl- 
ed of one bird, I found another, who 
was well plumed, and by no means 
ſparing of his feathers.—This gentle- 
man was a Mr. Carr, of Northumber- 
land, in the mercantile line, and ex- 
tremely rich. He never ceaſed fol- 
lowing me through the rooms, till 


at 


ANN SHELDON, 45 


at length an acquaintance was form- 
ed, and tho' I refuſed his company 
that evening—tfor ſtill I thought Lord 
Bateman might peep in upon the di- 
verſion— I conſented to a viſit from 
him the next morning. 


The gentleman came to his ap- 
pointment, and took me to dine with 
him at the Shakeſpeare, with a party ; 
and, hearing me praiſe the Madeira, 
he ſent twelve dozen of that and 
other wines, the following day, to 
my houſe, He now repeated his 
viſits frequently, and behaved in a 
very generous manner. His carriage 
was at my command, whenever I 
wanted it; and, I believe, if my ca- 
pricious temper would have permitted 
it, there was nothing he would not 
have done to conciliate my regard; 


but, 
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but, ſuch was my folly, and con- 
temptible vanity, that I really de- 
ſpied this gentleman, with all his 
wealth and generofity, becauſe he 
was concerned 1n trade. | 


Having one day engaged Mr. Shu- 
zer, the comedian, to dine with him, 
he defired me to be of the party, at 
the King's Arms, in Bond-ftret; and 
as we were going in his carriage to 
the place of deſtination, a violent 
quarrel enfued between me and my 
lover, to the no ſmall amuuſement 
of Mr. Shuter ; who, when we by 
turns applied to him for his opi— 
nion, returned anſwers ſo full of 
humour and pleaſantry, as would 
have quelled, at once, amore iraſcible 
ſpirit than mine: indeed, I was ſo 
violent 
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violent and ſaucy on the occaſion, 
that Mr. Carr frequently ordered me 
to take myſelf into an hackney coach, 
and rid him of ſo much imperti- 
nence hut I refuſed to change my 
poſition 3 and we continued playing 
at the game of high words, 'till a 
good dinner, and the facetious con- 
verſation of our companion, brought 
us both into ſome ſort of tolerable 


temper. Indeed, the afternoon turned 


out a very merry one; and in the 
evening, Mr. Carr conducted me 
home; when ſome trifle or other re- 
newed our quarrel, which, at length, 
got to ſuch an height, that I retorted 
the compliment upon him; and as 
he defired me, a few hours before, to 
quit his carriage, I now ordered him, 
in very explicit terms, to get out of 
I | my 
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my houſe. He did not heſitate to 
obey my commands—and thus ended 


a very ſhort-lived, profitable, but 
unpleaſant conneCtion, 


CHAP, 


. * * R gf 20 * * AA * 9 n 5 . , 
r 20 ͤ ˙ Y 7 OOY 0 AR EE CCC n 


ANN SHE L DON. 49 


HAP. en 


My Acquaintance with Mr. Sweedland renewued 
Faunt to Northampton with Mr. Brudenell and 
Mr. Manners, who were ordered tn join their 
Regiment Proceed with them toMarket Har- 
borough ; but, they being ordered to Glaſgow, I 
return to Town, with a Promiſe to follow them 
Change my Reſolution, and endeauour ts 
bring about a Reconciliation with Lord Bates 


man Adventures at Barrow's Hedges, with 


Capt. Madden, c. 


I WAS now again favoured with an 
embaſſy from Mr. Swweedland, with 
propoſals to renew his alliance with 
me; and the day following he paid 
me a viſit, 1n order to confirm them. 

n 1 In 
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In anſwer to the abundant profeſſions 
which he made of life and fortune— 
and all that—I told him, in very 
plain terms, that, if he returned to 
me, a new mode of conduct mult be 
adopted by him. I repreſented to 
his conſideration, the folly of my 
ſuffering any one to live with me, 
who coſt me as much, if not more, 
than I received from him; and I 
brought back to his recollection, the 
power he had been uſed to aſſume 
in my houſe, and the continual ex- 
pence which aroſe from its being 
conſtantly filled with his acquaint- 
ance—A treaty, however, was con- 


cluded between us, on the ſole con- 


dition, that he was to abandon his 
former mode of proceeding. As I 


wanted, at this time, to quit my 


houſe at Chelſea, and to diſcharge a 
few 
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few other little preſſing demands, he 
indulged me with a draft for fifty 
pounds on Mr. Child, the Banker— 
but this act of generoſity was of 
little conſequence; for our treaty, 
like thoſe of greater powers, was not 
regarded; and my houſe, and its 
miſtreſs, were ſubject to the ſame 
inconveniences, which I had before 
ſuffered, and againſt which I had ſo 
ſtrongly remonſtrated : but I was 
forced to ſubmit, for the moment, 
and waited, with 1mpatience, for 
ſome opportunity to extricate myſelf 
from my preſent dilemma; _ and, 
thanks to Mr. Brudenell and Mr. 
Manners, ſuch an opportunity ſoon 
occurred. 


One afternoon, theſe gentlemen 
called upon me, and . propoſed my 
| C2 accom- 


—̃ͤ U— 


52 MEMOIRS OF 


accompanying them immediately to 
Northampton, where they were going 
to join their regiment. At the time 
they came, I was under the hands of 
the friſeur; and Mr. Brudenell, with 
his uſual crazy ſpirit, poſitively de- 
clared, that I ſhould go with them as 
I was, with one ſide of my head full 
dreſſed, and the other in complete 
diſorder — nay, they would ſcarce 
give me time to throw a few clothes 
into a trunk; I infiſted, however, 
upon that indulgence, though I was 
as well pleaſed as themſelves to give 
Mr. Sweedland the flip. So away we 
went to St. James's-/ireet, where a 
poſt-chaiſe and four was ready to re- 
ceive us. By this time the evening 
was far advanced; and, to preſerve 


us from being robbed, Mr. Brudenell 


bought a blunderbuſs, and gave it to 
= : his 
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his ſervant, who was a Swyfs, and 
could {peak but very little 33 
with orders to ſhoot the firſt man who 
ſhould attempt to ſtop us.—This di- 
rection, however, had very nearly 


proved fatal; for being ſtopped by a 


Toll-gatherer, at a Turnpike, the 


faithful domeſtic preſented the blun- 
derbuſs, and would have prevented 
the poor man from ever ſtopping ano- 
ther carriage, if he had not been pre- 


vented by ſome drovers, who were, at 


that moment, very fortunately on the 
ſpot, ſettling the account for the 
paſſage of their cattle. —This circum» 
ſtance, however,” brought on a diſ- 
pute; and as the Madeira in the 
chaiſe had elevated my friends beyond 
the ſpirit of decorum and prudence, 
a very ſerious buſtle took place; and 
the Turnpike-man being joined by 

C 3 ſome 
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ſome travelling Farmers, we were 
fairly diſcomfitted—and, after ſuf- 
taining a very ſevere attack of mud 
and dirt, were driven, in a very filthy 
condition, from the field of battle. 


On our arrival at Dunſtable, Mr. 
Brudenell begun, as uſual, to play 
every kind of trick, which his un- 
lucky fancy could fuggeſt. Here he 
put on a bears-ſkin ; and, after crawl- 
ing about in this charaQer, to the 
aſtoniſhment of every one in the 
houſe, he gave notice that he ſhould 
exhibit a magic lantern; and this raree 
ſhow he diſplayed with ſo much noiſe, 
&c. &c. that the people of the inn 
were, I believe, heartily glad when 
we bid them adieu. The next day 
we arrived at Northampton, where we 
joined the troop, which was almoſt 

im- 
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immediately ordered for Market Har- 
barougb, to which place J had the 
honour of attending my unlucky ſol- 
diers. Here I remained for ſome 
days; when one of them, Mr. Bru- 
denell, conducted me to an hill, in 
the neighbourhood of the place, in 
order to ſhew me the country—and, 
after I had waded through the dirt 
to the top of it, under a pretence of 
returning to the town to fetch a 
chaiſe, he left me to enjoy the proſ- 
pect for at leaſt five hours—for, in 
attempting to deſcend from this de- 
lightful eminence, I loſt one of my 
ſhoes in the mud; and was, there- 
fore, obliged to wait, 'till he thought 
the joke had laſted long enough— 
when be and his party came, and re- 
ſtored me to the comfort of a good 
fire, and other good things. 

536 ay. While 
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While we were enjoying ourſelves 
at Market Harborough, an order came ; 
tor the regiment to proceed—no far- 5 
ther than G/a/ſgow; and I was made 4 
to promiſe, that I would follow my 
friends into Scotland, after I had been 
to arrange my aftairs in London, Mr, ; 
Brudenell gave me an hundred guineas | 
to pay my expences, and I ſet out for 
London, without the leaſt intention of 
directing my ſteps towards the North. 
1 travelled in the ſtage-coach for 
ſafety, and arrived in town ſo very 
indificrent, from the morning I ſpent 
on the hill, that I was obliged to con- 
fine and nurſe myſelf for ſeveral 
days after my arrival. | 


| The moment I was ſufficiently re- 
[ eſtabliſhed to venture abroad, I ſet 
about getting the ſight of Lord Bate- 


| man 
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man—and, in order to be ſecure in 
attaining it, I called upon a lady of 


my acquaintance, and perſuaded her 
to accompany me to Barrows Hedges, 


where I thought myſelf certain of 


meeting his Lordſhip; but the hounds 


did not go out the day of our arrival: 


ſo that we determined to wait till 
the next hunt, when he was expected, 
as ſome of his people were there al- 


ready. 


Some ſporting gentlemen being at 
the inn, deſired the favour of our 


company.—They were Capt. Mad- 


den, of the Guards, Capt. Crew, and 
a Mr. Hart, who treated us with the 
utmoſt politeneſs. Lord Bateman had 


not the ſame diſpoſition z for, whe- 


ther it was on my account, or for 


any other reaſon, I could not tell, 
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but he never came near the place for 
{fix weeks, but ſent orders to his yeo- 
men to conduct the hunt without 
him—I therefore conſoled myſelf 
with Captain Madden, who poſſeſſed 
the moſt certain means of conſolation, 
as he had lately received a legacy of 
ſeven thouſand pounds. He was a 
generous charaQer—and, finding my- 
ſelf very comfortable, I agreed to 
remain with him, during the whole 
hunting ſeaſon—nor were we here 
without our gambols, which con- 
ſiſted chiefly in dreſſing ourſelves like 
beggars, and perambulating the coun- 
try, at different times, in as great a 
change of appearance, as ſuch ragged 
characters would allow. Indeed, we 
acted our parts ſo well, that, at Car- 


ſpalion, we were driven out of the 


place by the Pariſh Officers, as ſome 
of 
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of us threatened a very ſpeedy lying- 
in, and narrowly eſcaped the Bea« 
dle's laſh. 


As I was now informed that Lord 
Bateman would not come down to 
Barrows Hedges, while 1 was there, 
| was determined to play him a trick; 


and Captain Madden being obliged to 


go to town, to mount guard, I bribed 


the Chambermaid to tel! Lord Bate- 
man's ſervants, that I was gone to 
town with him—and, as I kept my- 
ſelf a cloſe priſoner to my bed-cham- 
ber, the ſtory was ſoon conveyed to 
his Lordſhip, and the very next morn- 
ing he arrived. As he was getting 


out of his chaiſe, I threw up the win- 


dow, and, to his great ſurpriſe, aſked 
him, If he was come at laſt ?— 


+ Yes,” anſwered his Lordſhip,— 


6 &© here 
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« here I am—and extremely ſur- 
„ priled to ſee you.” He then gave 
me a very polite invitation to break- 
faſt with him, which I accepted; 
and then ordered a chaiſe for me to 
go and lee the deer turned out. When 
I had viewed this very animating 
ſcene, I returned to the houſe, and 
was ſoon followed by ſeveral gentle- 
men, who did not wiſh, to. ſee any 
more of the chace, than myſelf. — 
Among theſe were Mr. Afly, of 
Pall - Mall, Mr. Farrer, my good 
friend Mr. Sweed/and, with Mr. Ar- 
thur, and Mr. Kit Blake. They or- 
dered dinner, before Lord Bateman 
and his company returned, and in- 
vited me to dine with them — When 
it was ready, we ſat down to table: 
and I expected every moment that the 
noble Lord and his company would 

; make 
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make their appearance; but I foon 
found, to my very great diſappoint- 
ment, that they had been returned 
ſome time, and were at dinner in an- 
other room. I now enquired, if any 
meflage had been ſent to me ?—and, 

eing anſwered in the negative, I 
determined to make my appearance 
among them, whether 1 was invited 


or not—when, to my great ſurpriſe, 


I found the room door faſtened againſt 
me, and was told, that it was by my 
Lord's order. I made no obſervation 
upon this circumſtance, but went di- 
realy into the garden; and lifting 
up one of the ſaſhes, I contrived to 
ſtep into the parlour, where his Lord- 
ſhip, and his Lordſhip's good com- 
pany were aflembled—and, without 


any ceremony, ordered the ſervant to 


bring rae a chair, and took my place 
among 
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among them. The gentlemen were 
very officious in their attentions to 
me; and even the noble Lord, at laſt, 
deigned to ſay, that he thought ] had 
dined, or he ſhould otherwiſe have 


deſired my company. 


After a certain time, the party 
dropped off, one after another, till 
Lord Bateman and myſelf were left 
alone. He then aſked me, who the 
fellow was that I lived with there ? 
when told him, he was a gentle- 
man, as good as himſelf, and that 
they both had one maſter. He then 
anſwered, rather pettiſhly, that he 
had no maſter, nor would have any ; 
but I inſiſted, that an Officer of his 
Majeſty's Guards, and the Maſter of 
his Majeſty's buck-hounds, were both 
ſervants to the King. This little 

ſpar- 
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ſparring grew, by degrees, into a 
more animated ſtile of altercation— 
till, at length, ſuch very high words 
enſued, that the offend-d nobleman 
ordered his chaiſe, and ſet off for 
London—leaving me in no common 
ſtate of mortification, at his cold and 
ungenerous treatment, after the 
many facrifices I had male to him, 
and the many promiſes he had made 
to me. 


The next day Captain Madden 
returned, and I found that the maſter 
of the houſe had been waiting for 
him on the road, merely to inform 
him that I had the day before, been 
upwards of an hour alone with Lord 
Bateman. This little miſchievous 
tale had its effect, and when my 
friend came into the houſe, I imme- 


diately 
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diately perceived that he was no long- 


er a friend to me, —His conduct was 


totally altered, and from the moſt 
agreeable eaſe and freedom, it was 
now changed to the moſt unpleaſant 
formality and reſerve. In ſhort, he 
would hardly take any notice of me, 
refuſed to help me at table, and ſhew- 
ed every tranquil mark of the high- 
eſt diſapprobation. After repeated 
enquiries. concerning the reaſon of 


his behaviour, he deigned to tell 


me at laſt, that he was no ſtranger 


tomy manceuvre with Lord Bateman, 


and that I was perfectly welcome to 


follow him to town,—lI replied that 


1 had no occaſion to follow him or 
any one, as I had an houſe of my 
own, and that I (houid immediately 
order a chaiſe and return to it. - He 
ſaid there was no chaiſe to be had 
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that night; but he would take care 
that one ſhould be ordered at my own 
time, the following morning. I 
now quitted the room, and retired to 
my chamber, where I drank my tea, 
and fat the whole evening by myſelf, 
being convinced that he only ſought 
this circumſtance of my late conver» 
ſation with Lord Bateman, as an ex- 
cuſe to break his connection with me. 
About eleven o'clock I ordered the 
maid to warm my bed, when I was 
informed that Captain Madden had 
taken poſſeſſion of another chamber, 
This contemptuous conduct did not 
quite ſuit with my high ſpirit, I 
therefore determined to pay him a 
viſit in his new apartment, and on 
finding the door locked againſt me, 
I made ſuch an uſe of my hands and 
feet, as ſoon gained me a forcible ad- 

mittance. 
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mittance. He immediately rote and 
went into another room, but like his 
evil geniusI followed from one cham- 
ber to another, till he rang for his ſer- 
vant, and ordered his horſes to be im- 
mediately ſaddled.—]I then returned 
into my own room, and repoſed my- 
ſelf on the bed for a few hours. On 
my riſing to breakfaſt the chamber- 
maid delivered me a note from Mr, 
Madden,in which heinformed me that 
a Chaiſe was ready to attend my or- 
ders, and that he had encloſed a 
bank bill for ten pounds to diſcharge 
the expences of it. I therefore, packed 
up my cloaths and bidding adieu to 
Barrow's Hedges, {et off for London. 
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S.-H A: XXX VIII, 


A Freſh purſuit after me by Bailiffs. Eſcape 
in Boy's Cloaths to Barrow's Hedges. — Am 
obliged to continue my Diſguiſe there, and have 
a New Suit made for the Purpoſe. Various 
Incidents ariſe in Conſequence of it. — Amagain 
extricated from all my Difficulties, and form a 
Connexion with Baron de Bertie, a Swediſh 
Nobleman, S. c 


D URING my ſtay with Cap- 
tain Madden at Barrow's Hedges. 
I had frequent occaſion to go to town 
for cloaths and other little matters, 
but as I never ſtayed there but for a 
very few hours at a time, I kept my 
ſervants at board wages. — During 


my 
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my country reſidence, my creditors 
were the principal viſitors at my 
door,and oneof them had bribed a wo- 
man ſervant, who was rather in my 
confidence, to give him information 
whenever I paid an occaſional viſit 
to my town habitation. —According- 
ly, ſhe contrived, on one of theſe 
occaſions, to conduct them to my 
mantua-makers; where I happened 
to be, of which, however, an ap- 
prentice boy in the houſe gave me 
very friendly notice. This was by 
no means a pleaſant circumſtance 
at any time, but particularly at the 
preſent moment, when a poſt-chaiſe 
was in waiting, near Weſtminſter 
Bridge, to take me back to Barrow's 
Hedges. The harpies in purſuit of 
me watched too narrowly for-me to 
_ eſcape without employing ſome ſtra- 
tagem 5 
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tagem ; I accordingly dreſſed myſelf 
in a ſuit of cloaths belonging to the 
apprentice boy, and tying my own 
in a bundle, which I carried in my 
hand ; the watchful eyes of the 
caitiff catchpoles, were deceived, 
and while they were making enqui- 


ries about me, with Mr. Rider, my 


creditor,at their head, I paſſed through 
them without ſuſpicion ; and, mak- 
ing the beſt of my way to a Pawn- 
broker's in Bridge-ftreet, whoſe ſhop 
had two doors, I paſſed in at one of 
them, and ſo out of the other, in 
order to throw my blood-hounds off 
their ſcent, in caſe they ſhould fol- 
low me. Nor had I ated with an 
improper precaution, for I had ſcarce 
got into the chaiſe and told the poſti- 
lions my dilemma, when the Bai- 
liffs came running down the ſtreet ; 
I —but 
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but crack went the whips, and 
off we ſprung, to my no {mall joy 
and happy deliverance. At the firſt 
convenient place I ſtopped to change 
my boys apparel for my own dreſs ; 
and arrived ſafe at my deſtination, 
where I did not fail to reward my 
conductors as they well deſerved. 


I informed Captain Madden of the 
circumſtance of my eſcape, which, 
he ſaid pleaſed him in one ſenſe, but 
gave him pain in another; for that 
he had won a conſiderable bet on my 
returning ſo ſoon; at the ſame time, 
it was by no means a pleaſant idea, 
that I ſhould be in a continual ſtate 
of apprehenſion - and 1n order to 
cure me of it, he deſired me to en- 
deavour to make a compoſition with 


my juſt creditors, and he would pay 
the 
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the money. In the mean time, in 
caſe I ſhould be purſued he ordered 
his taylor to make me a ſmart ſuit 
of cloaths, and I now no longer ap- 
peared as a flaunting girl, but as an 
elegant and well drefled macaroni. 
But all application to my creditors 
proved in vain; for as they were 
perſuaded my friends would not ſuf- 
fer me to go to goal, they would 
not abate a ſingle farthing of their de- 
mands. On this principle they were 
determined to get hold of me, and 
having diſcovered from whence the 
chaiſe came, which had borne me 
away from their clutches ; they ſent 
down their myrmidons to Barrow's 
Hedges, in order to entrap me, but 


my diſguiſe prevented their knowing 


me 3 and ſo completely did it ſhroud 
— me 
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me from their recollection, that 1 
was not afraid to ſtand at the door of 
the inn, when they were prowling 
about before it. 


Theſe circumſtances were there- 
fore, more than ſufficient, when I 
finally left the place to make me 
very cautious on my arrival in town ; 
and, 1n order to keep clear of danger 
I went and remained at my mantua- 
maker's till Sunday morning, when 
J returned home. Among my other 
viſitors, my father had been more 
than once at my door, and had left 
a letter, in which he deſired to ſee 
me. I immediately ordered a coach, 
and after having given orders to the 
other ſervants, if the woman, who 
had already betrayed me, went out, 
to watch where ſhe went; I pro- 
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ceded to call on my father, whom 
I found very much dejected from 
ſome loſſes which he had recently 


ſuſtained ; to ſee him in that ſitu- 


ation, gave me infinite pain; and 
I felt that to relieve him would be 
the firſt- of pleaſures; the money 
therefore, which I had by me, and 
was enough to have diſcharged all my 
debts, I gave into his reluctant hand, 
and turned my thoughts to other 
means of diſ-encumbering myſelf of 
the demands againſt me. 


As I had been ſo much out of 
town for ſome time paſt, I thought 
it right to examine a little how mat- 


ters ſtood in my houſe ; and on look 


ing it over, 1 obſerved that a great 
many things were miſſing; ſuch as 


linen, ſome of my ſilver trinkets, &c. 
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the amount of about an hundred 
pounds—all of which, after many 
threats, and no little trouble, I found 
in the trunk of the ſervant, who had 
been a conſtant ſpy upon my actions, 
and given the information to my cre- 
ditors, which I have already deſcrib- 
ed. I need not add, that ſhe was im- 
mediately diſcharged ; and I felt no 
ſmall addition to my comfort, when 
this domeſtic enemy was removed 
from me. 


But I thought the moſt effectual 
way to keep myſelf out of the power 
of enemies, was to pay my debts ; 
and as they did not amount to more 
than two hundred pounds, I ſent for 
Mr. Squires, a pawnbroker, to look 
at my jewels and laces; which he 
accordingly did, and immediately 
advanced 
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advanced upon a part of them the 
ſum I wanted. The attorney was 
then employed to arrange the buſi— 
neſs with my creditors ; which be- 
ing ſoon completed, I was again in 
the enjoyment of that unapprehen- 
ſive ſituation, which is more plea- 
ſant than all the jewels and laces in 
the world. 
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The firſt event which took place 
after this little arrangement, was a 
very ſingular and unaccountable 
connexion with a Swediſh nobleman, 
who went by the title of Baron De- 
berti, My acquaintance with this 
amiable perſon commenced, waere 
many others had originated, in the 
ſtreet; for, as I was proceeding 
through Mhiteball, on a little errand 
to my milliner, he paſſed me in his 

D 2 chair— 
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chair—when, ordering his chairmen 
to ſet him down, he immediately ac- 
coſted me, and begged leave to attend 
me home, to which I had not the 
leaſt objection. He then told me, in 
very good Englith, who he was, and 
that he lived in Sufolk-ftreet, where 
he ſaw ſo much company, that he 
ſhould rather prefer viſiting me at 
my own houſe, than receiving me at 
his; and therefore begged permiſ- 
ſion to dine with me the next day, 
and he would order an elegant din- 
ner from an adjoining tavern. This 
viſit was but ſhort, and was inter- 
rupted by a Mr. Mow, a ſurgeon to 
one of the regiments of Guards, who 
brought a penitential meſſage from 
Captain Madden, defiring permiſſion 
to renew his viſits to me; and that 
very evening he himſelf came ;—but 

notwith- 
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notwithſtanding allhis apologies, and 
and he offered plenty of them, he was 
not recaved with any great degree 
of cordiality—his late treatment was 
not worn off my recollection, and I 
was not in that ſtate of diſtreſs 
which rendered it neceſlary for me to 
practiſe any unpleaſant ſubmiſſions. 


The next day Baron Deberti came 
to dinner, and a very pleaſant after- 
noon we paſſed. Never had I been ſo 
flattered before and ſo many pro- 
poſals were made, and left to my 
choice, as to the manner in which I 
would arrange my living with him, 
that I was at a loſs which to accept. 
However, it was at length agreed, that 
he ſhould take an apartment for me at 
Mrs. Corregi's, in Suffolk-ftreet, keep 
me a carriage, pay all my expences, 
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and allow me forty guineas a month, 
The next day I received a letter from 
him to inform me that my apart- 
ments were ready to receive me, and 
that he had encloſed me the firſt 
monthly payment in two bank notes 
to that amount. 


As there was ſomething of a very 
ſingular appearance in this buſineſs, 
I defired Miſs O'Neal, a very ſenſi- 
ble and accompliſhed woman, who 
happened to call upon me at this 
moment, to accompany me 1n my 
firſt viſit to my Swedith friend. We 
accordingly went, and a very bril- 
liant company there was, but con- 
fiſting entirely of foreigners. The 
Baron was in the higheſt ſpirits ; 
ſomctimes he danced about the room, 
and at others played upon his guitar, 

| and 
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and accompanied the inſtrument 
With his voice. After an cvening of 
much glitter, and as great a confu— 
ſion of languages as ever took place 
at the Tower of Babel, the company 
ſeparated, MIiſs O Neal returned home, 
and I ſtayed to occupy one fide of 
the Baron's large bed, without know- 
ing, till I awoke in the morning, 
that any one occupied the other; 
when I beheld the Baron, or rather 
his head, decorated with all the lux- 
ury of lace and ribbon. 


Miſs O'Neal! came to me at break- 
faſt, which was no ſooner over, than 
there was ſuch a ſucceſſion of viſi- 
tors to the Baron, that I ordered the 
carriage, and took my friend, on a 
ſhopping ramble, through different 

D 4 parts 


”, MEMOIRS OP 


parts of the town. As the gen- 
tleman who took this lady from 
her friends was in the country, ſhe 
was almolt entircly with me; and if 
having a coach at our command, par- 
taking of a moſt elegant table, and 
ſceing the beſt company, could have 
made us happy, we had every rea- 
ſon to be ſo, But ſtill J remained 
at a loſs as to the ſex of my pro- 
tector;— and one day when he was 
from home, Miſs O'Neal and myſelf 
examined his wardrobe, expecting to 
find ſome remnants of female dreſs, 
which might lead us to determine on 
the buſineſs; but we found no clue 
to the myſtery, and were obliged to 
remain contented with our ignorance. 
] was then, and am {till of opinion, 
that the Baron Deberti was a female 
ſpy, in the exterior of a man; or at 


beſt 


AHN SHELDON 81 


I beſt, that his errand to this country 


was for ſome political conſideration ; 
for not a day paſſed but ſome foreign 
| miniſter was in conſultation with 
him; and his levee was conſtantly 
crouded with foreigners of every de- 
nomination. 


After having been with the Baron 
for about a week, he propoſed tak- 
ing me to Bath—but with all his ef- 
feminacy and infignificance, there 
was ſomething about him, generous 
as he was to me, which made me 
fearful of truſting myſelf in the 
country with him. I certainly had | 
no reaſon to complain of him, as he 
ſpared no expence in gratifying my _— 
wiſhes, as far as related to dreſs, and 
the aſſociated objects of female va- -j 


nity. | 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 


Accidentally meet Mr. Malfin gham again, who 
behaves in an affe&tionate Manner — Hiflory of 
Miſs O' Neal Mr. I alſingham plays a Trick 
upon Baron Debertie—The Dijlreſs of the 
Baron—Miſs Metham and Major Atkinſon 
introduced io me—Anccdote of Miſs Metham 


and a Miniature Painter. 


HAD not ſeen Mr. //alingham for 
ſome time, when, as Miſs O'Neal 

and myſelf were going to the Park, 
we accidentally met him, and he, 
with great good humour, got into 
the coach ; and after having defired 
to know what the Devil of Clubs, 
which 
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which was the name he ſometimes 

gave me, had been doing for ſome 

time paſt, I anſwered him with the 

hiſtory of my little Baron. In ſhort, 

to my great ſatis faction, for I really 

had an affection for him, we accom— 

modated our little diſputes, and he | 
promiſed, inſtead of going to his | 
apartments at Windſor, as he had in- 

tended, to paſs the evening with me 

at my own houle. | 


After a converſation, which was 
very affectionate on his part, we ſet 
him down at Chriftie's auction room, 
and went from thence to my Delahay- | 
Atreet reſidence : as we were proceed- 
ing thither, Miſs O'Neal told me her 
immediate ſituation, of which I was 
then in a great meaſure ignorant.— — 


& She had been ſeduced,” ſhe ſaid, 
| D 6 from 
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from her home, which was a very 
comfortable one, as her father was 
a glover in great buſineſs near 
College- green, Dublin, by a Mr. 
Morris, who had now deſerted her, 
without leaving her any means of 
ſupport ; and that ſhe had for ſome 
time paſt lived upon what her 
clothes had produced. On her arri- 
val in town with her lover, he took 
chambers in the Temple, where 
they lived for ſome time, when he 
went into the country, and ſoon 
after wrote to inform her, that ſhe 
was now her own miſtreſs; and re- 
commended her to do the beſt ſhe 
could for herſelf, as he ſhould ſee 
her no more. At the ſame time 
he deſired her to give up the key 


of his chambers to a gentleman 


„ whom he ſhould order to call for 
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% the purpoſe.“ As, in all the freaks 
and follies of my character, I was 
ever willing to relieve diſtreſs, 1 of- 
tered her the privilege, ſuch as it 
was, of being with me, till the could 
orm fome ſettlement for herſelf — 
and, impreſſed with a very becom- 
ing gratitude for the kindneſs I ma- 
nifeſted to her, the took her leave of 


me till the following day. 


In the evening my Baron paid me- 
a viſit, where he was uſhered up, in 
all due form, into the dtawing- room; 
and J had ſcarce paid him the neceſ- 
lary compliments, when Mr. Wal- 


Ang ham arrived. Knowing, as I well 


did, his rap at the door, I locked the 
Baron into the room where he was, 
for fear Mr. //alfngham and he ſhould 
meet, and went down to receive my 

ſecond 
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ſecond gueſt; who, hearing ſome— 
body in the room over head, I was 
obliged to tell him that the Baron was 
there as faſt as lock and key could 
make him. At this moment Mr. 
Iaiſingham ſnatched the key from 
my hand, and inſiſted upon our 1m- 
mediately going to bed. I remon- 
ſtrated, but in vain ; for he was de- 
termined, he ſaid, that the Baron 
ſhould amuſe himſelf where he was 
till the morning. We had not, 
however, been long in bed, before 
the priſoner began to ring the bell, 
ſtamp with his feet on the floor, and 
thump the door in order to obtain his 
liberty; but Mr. Ning ham was re— 
ſolute in enjoying his joke---and it 
was at leaſt three hours that the poor 
little Swede was 1ſuffercd to continue 
in his embarraſſment, before 1 could 
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get the key, and ſend a ſervant to 
give him his releaſe. He was or— 
dercd to tell him that I was gone to 
his lodgings; and as his chair had 
waited all this time, he returned 
home as faſt as his bearers could car- 
ry him. However, to my great fur- 
priſe, who thould appear in about an 
hour at my door but the Baron, who, 
not finding me at his houſe, as he 
expected, was returned to know what 
was become of me. But my ſervant 
informed him from the window, that 
] had given orders to admit no one 
whatever; ſo that he was obliged to 
make the beſt of his way home again, 
with all his diſſatisfactions about 
him. | 


In the mornirfs Mr. Walfngham 
ſet off for Mindſor, and deſired, if I 
ſhould 
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ſhould want any thing, to addreſs 


mylelf by letter to him at that place. 
He had not been gone many minutes, 
when the Baron's ſervant arrived, to 
know if I was at home; and took an 
opportunity to tell my maid, that 
his maſter, inſtead of going to bed, 
had been walking about his cham- 


ber like a madman, ſoraetimes cry- 


ing like a child, and at other times 

tearing his hair, and exhibiting all 
the marks of the deepeſt diſtreſs. Nor. 
was 1t long before he came himſelf, 
in a ſtate of mind that juſtified his 
ſervant's deſcription of him. He 
propoſed my going with him imme- 

diately to Bath; but ſuch a jaunt did 
not at that time ſuit my fancy, how-: 
ever, I accompanied him to his houſe 


to dinner, and ſtayed there ſeveral 


days. But though he was generous 
to 
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to a degree, and conducted himſelf to- 
wards me with a reſpect which bor- 
dered on adoration, I was determin— 
ed to eſcape from the comection; 
and as Mr. JVaifmngham was now re- 
turned to me, I had an objec in 
which my heart, all volatile as it had 
been, was ſincerely intereſted, and 
with whom J experienced a ſatisfac- 
tion very different from that which 
I enjoyed with my myſterious fo- 
reigner. My friend Miſs O'Neal, 
having reſolved not to continue the 
way of life ſhe had lately followed, 
and expreſſing a wiſh to go into ſer- 
vice, I thought it would counteract 
her wiſhes to remain with me any 
longer, and therefore hired a private 
lodging for her till I could procure 
her tome ſort of eſtabliſhment ; and, 
1 about three months, with the aſ- 


ſiſtance 
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ſiſtance of Mr. Jenkins of the regii- 
ter- office, Charing-croſs, was hired 
as femme de chambre to the lady of a 
ficld-officer, who was on the point 
of ſailing for America, 


As Mr. Walfingham remained at 
Windſor, and as I was not formed to 
ſupport a melancholy ſtate of wi— 
dowhood, I was not a little pleaſed 
with Captain Scawen, of the guards, 
for introducing me to his couſin Mr, 
James Scawen, This gentleman in- 
ſtantly became my very good friend ; 
and, while I lived with him, expe— 
rienced the moſt generous bchavi- 
our on his part, and poſſeſſed every 
pleaſure and indulgence of life, 


Miſs //7nchles, who was a never- 
failing ſource of new acquaintance, 
at 
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at this time introduced me to a young 
lady, who had aſſumed the name of 
| Sally Metham, and was then connect- 
ed with a Major Atkinſon, whom 1 
knew very well. In our ſituation of 
life, friendſhips, as well as enmities, 
are ſoon made, and we became ex- 
tremely intimate, ſo as for ſome time 
to be almoſt inſeparable. This young 
lady had been well educated, and 
ſpoke ſeveral languages ; her mother 
was a midwife, and, as ſhe attended 
many perſons in high life, had learn- 
ed, like ſome of them, to be very in- 
different to any thing but pecuuary 
advantage; ſhe had, therefore, ac- 
tually fold her daughter to the luſt 
of a man of fortune, and afterwards 
compelled her to marry an attorney's 
clerk, whole ill treatment added to 
her misfortunes. The kindneſs of. 


Major 


92 MEMOIRS OF 


Major Atkinſon in ſome degree alle- 
viated the rigour of her fituation, 
and I found her, in every reſpect, ſo 
pleaſing and accompliſhed, that J 
defired her to come and reſide for 
ſome time at my houſe, where ſhe 
might ſee her friend with the ſame 
convenience as if it were her own. 
Major Atkinſon continued his atten- 
tion, which, though much intermix- 
ed with what 1s called fun and plea- 
ſantry, were kind ones to her ;—and 
I think nothing happened during the 
firſt few days of her viſit worth re- 
lating, unleſs the impertinence of a 
miniature painter may be conſidered 


as a circumſtance that ought not to 


be paſſed over by me. If the artiſt 
had been only a coxcomb, he might 
have been forgiven—if he had been 
humorous, he might have made us 


laugh 
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laugh even at ourſelves ; but he was 
farcaſtic andgill-natured; and, as he 
knew that he ſhould be paid for his 
daub, he might have been content 
with impoſition, without daring to 
be impertinent. But to come to my 
ſtory ; Mifs Metham was fitting for | 
her picture to this limner in little, 
and, during the ceremony, one or 
two reptiles, that are ſometimes to 
be found in the hair of the moſt ſu- 
perior rank and the faireſt beauty, 
happened to make an excurſion upon 
her forehead ;—when the painter, 
thinking himſelf a wit, 1n a tone of 
much ſarcaſm, aſked Miſs Metham if 
he was to introduce the company 
above her eye-brows into the picture ? 
At this extraordinary ' queſtion, ſhe 
put her hand to her forehead, and 


ſoon perceived the cauſe of Mr. Car- 
mine's 
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mine's pleaſantry; to which, how. 
ever, the made no anſwer, but defir- 
ed me to quit the room; and, leay: 
ing a guinea with the ſervant to pay 
her maſter for the little he had done, 
we left him to the conſolation of his 
own contemptible impertinence. 


CHAP. 
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Cit 2a AS 


Account of a Play at Wandſworth, under the 
Direction of the celebrated Tom Weſton —Some 
humorous Circumſtances attending it Major 
Atkinſon, Major Vaughan, &c. left in Pledge, 
with their borrowed Clothes, for the Expences 
of a good Supper I beſtowed on the Performers 
Major Atkinſon, in revenge, carries my Par- 
rot to the Pawnbroker's, where Captain Sweed- 


land's Gold Repeater ſoon found its Way. 


Few days after the laſt mention- 

ed little adventure, my man- 
tua-maker, who, as I have already 
obſerved in a former part of this 
work, had been occaſionally on the 
ſtage, called with Mr. Weſton the ac- 
tor, to inform me, that they intended 
to 
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to perform in a play at Wandſworth, 
and requeſted me to make a party 
for their benefit. At the ſame time 

Major Tucker, Major Vaughan, Ma- 
Jor Atkinſon, Colonel Ogilvie, Cap- 
tain Wallace, now Sir James Wallace, 
happened to be at my houſe, and all 
agreed to attend the performance, 
When we arrived at Wandſworth, we 
found the comedians very perfect in 
their parts, but ſo very imperfect in 
their wardrobe, that Miſs Metham 
and myſelf were obliged to diſencum- 
ber ourſelves of good part of our 
clothes in order to adorn the he- 
roines, while the gentlemen ſhewed 
the ſame indulgence to deck the he- 
roes of the ſtage. 


The play went off as might be ex- 
pected, and that approba- 


tion 
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tion which better plays, and better 
actors, have not always obtained. 
When the performance was over, 
Miſs Metham and myſelf left the gen- 
tlemen engaged over their bottle at 
the inn, and accompanied the com e- 
dians to their hotel, where we had 
an excellent ſupper, and leaving the 
gentlemens clothes in pawn for the 
payment of it, we ſet off for town. 
After a certain time, our friends be- 
gan to recolle& that we were not 
with them, and that they were ar- 
rayed in ſuch garments as the maſter 
of the public-houſe and his waiter 
could afford them. They therefore 
- ſet out in ſearch of us, and having 
paid for our ſupper in order to re- 
deem their clothes, they followed 
us, vowing revenge for the trick 
which had been played them. 

VOL, III. E Major 
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Major Atkinſon, however, was the 
only perſon of the company whoſe 
_. vengeance ſurvived the morning; 
but his vindictive ſpirit was deter- 
mined to be ſatisfied, and he took 


the following method to effect his 
purpoſe. | 


I had at this time a very beauti- 
ful talkative parrot, which was 
given me by Sir Alexander Gilmour, 
and who had been taught, among 
. other things, to articulate my name 
with great diſtinctneſs, ſo that my 
room would fometimes echo for five 
minutes together with the repetition 
of Miſs Sheldon. The Major, there- 
fore, defired me to let -a favourite 
- parrot of his be brought to keep mine 
. company, and to learn the art of 
ſpeech from ſo good a maſter ; but as 
75 ke 1-7... mn 
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my own bird was full noiſy enough 
for me, I rather preferred ſending 
him to the Major, than having the 
additional ſerenade of his parrot at 
my houſe. But he had no parrot ; 
and the moment he got poſſeſſion of 
mine, he carried it to a pawnbroker's 
in Princes-ſtreet, Leiceſter fields, whom 
he knew, and deſired him to let the 
cage hang always at the window of 
his ſhop, and take all poſſible care of 
the green-coated gentleman who in- 
habited it. The pawnbroker under- 
took the charge very readily, and no 
one attended at that receipt of cuſ- 
tom, or could paſs down the ſtreet, 
but heard Miſs SHeldon vociferated by 
the noiſy bird. Among others, my 
friends Sir Cecil Biſhop and Mr. 
Srweedland paſſing that way, heard 
che parrot calling after Miſs Sheldon, 

— 7 when 
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when looking round, they ſaw and 
knew the bird. This was too good 
a joke to be immediately paſſed over, 
and away they hurried to my houſe, 
and rallimede well for having pawn- 
ed my parrot. At firſt I ſeriouſly 
denied the charge; but hearing them 
again and again afſert, in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, that the bird was 
literally banging in the ſhop of Mr. 
Watſon the pawnbroker, I recollected 
Major Athinſon's menace of revenge, 
and cohcluded that he had pawned 
my parrot, 1n return for my having 
taken the ſame liberty with his 
clothes. I immediately ſent to know 
for what ſum my favourite bird had 
been pledged, in order to his redemp- 
tion ;—but the pawnbroker refuſed 
to reſtore him to me without an or- 


der from the gentleman, who, he 
705 ſaid, 
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ſaid, had left him with the ſtricteſt 


charge not to be delivered up to any 
one but himſelf. At length the Ma- 
jor himſelf arrived, and, on my giv- 
ing him a bottle of claret, he under- 
took to fetch home the bird—but all 
my eloquence could not perſuade him 
to go on this errand till it was darx; 
for if the parrot, he ſaid, ſhould 
happen to ſee the way from the pawn- 
brokers, he ſhould expect to meet the 
poor bird on ſome curſed errand of 
mine to that quarter, at leaſt four 
days out of the ſeven. 


. 
— ec 4 _ * 
no gn HT ů — — 5 
5 5 * — — 8 * - — — — 


ä --- 
4 — . 
— ab SAL 
- — - 
s 


— ED 


— 
—— — Ss 
—— 1 


iff 
ij 
lf 


8 ow W.. 
SO, — 


— 


Thus ended Major Atikinſon's joke; 
and the parrot took poſſeſſion of its 
former abode, unconſcious of the 
mirth which it had occaſioned, and 
continuing to let every one know 
that came to my houſe, that there 

E 3 were 
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were two ſuch words in the Engliſh 


language as Mits Sheldon. 


At this time, in ſpite of my repeated 
reſolutions—but, after all, the reader 
may ſay what are a woman's reſolu- 
tions, Mr. Sweedland might be ſaid 
to take up his reſidence once more at 
my houſe, and having received an 
haunch of veniſon from the country, 
he invited a party to dinner on the 
occaſion ; among whom were Mr, 
Ward, then High Sheriff for the coun- 
ty of Surry, Captain Owen, Sir Cecil 
Biſhop, Major Aikinſon, and Miſs Me- 
tham. The cook had particular or- 
ders to roaſt the high-flavoured joint 
to a turn, and for this purpoſe Mr. 
Sweedelarnd had lent her a very curious 
ſtop-watch, that ſhe might not be 
out in her reckoning. This machine 
caught 
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caught the eye of Major Athinſon, 
who never paſſed by an opportunity 
of enjoying what he called a joke ; 
he, therefore, followed me into the 
kitchen, where I was gone to give | 
{ome directions about the dinner, and 

hinted to me, that if I had a mind to 
know the value of the watch, I 
might ſend it where my parrot had 
been. This kind of hint I was always 

very well diſpoſed to take, and ac- 

cordingly ordered a ſervant to go im- 

mediately on the Major's errand ; nor 

was it long before I found myſelf 
richer by five guineas than I had 
been any part of the day. 


Dinner was at length ſerved, and 
after a jovial meal, the deſert fol- 
lowed. Among other fruits there 
were filberds, and ſome of theſe fil- 
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berds producing maggots, ſeveral 
wagers were immediately laid on the 
comparative expedition of theſe rep- 
tiles ;—at length Mr. Sweed/and pro- 
poſed to run, or, as he more empha- 
tically called it, to creep one of them 
againſt time—a circumſtance that 
made his ſtop-watch eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary, and he demanded its imme- 


diate reſtoration. I aflured him that it 


was in a place of the moſt perfect ſe- 
curity, and therefore defired him to 
be at reſt. But the more I urged its 
ſafety, the more he inſiſted upon 
having it, till Major Atkinſon told 
him that it had been ſent to occupy. 
the window where he had ſeen the 
parrot, and was already telling the 
hour to any curious paſſenger whoſe 
buſineſs might lead him through 
Princes ſireet, Leicgſter- fields. Mr. 
5 | Stoeedland 
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S$weedland did not ſwallow the joke as 
he had done the veniſon, nor did it 
digeſt ſo eaſily upon his ſtomach ; 
but the laugh was ſo univerſal againſt 

him, that he thought it the beſt way 
to pocket the trick—and by ſending 
five guineas to the pawnbroker's to 
re-pocket the watch, 
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a 


An Account of a Gray's-Tun Buck, and of a mad 
Prolick into Hertfordſbhire Curious Conver- 
ſation in a Stage-Coach—Deſcription of a City 
Lover —Overturned by my Chairmen in going 
home, and terriblybruiſed—Confined ſome T ime 
in Conſequence of this Accident— Major Athin- 
fon lays regular Siege to my Perſon, but is de- 
feated in every Attack. | 


5 E next day Mr. Sweed/and went 
with ſome of his friends into the 
country, and I ſaw no more of him 
for a conſiderable time. Mr. Wal- 
fingham remained at Mindſor at leaſt 
he never took any notice of me ſo 

I thought 
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I thought myſelf at full leiſure to 
indulge my rambling diſpoſition; and 
I accordingly frequented the public 
houſes of reception for women in my 
ſituation. I ſhall now relate a very 
ſingular adventure that occurred to 
me with a gallant, whom I met in 
one of them. 


Mr. Pratt, the maſter of the houſe, 
had called upon me, to beg that 1 
would favour this gentleman with my 
company in the evening; and as he 
was repreſented to be not only rich, 
but generous, Lvery readily aſſent- 
ed, and was faithful to my appoint- 
ment, I was, teceived with great ci- 
vility, and a very elegant ſupper was 
ordered to regale me but, there was 
ſomething ſo very extraordinary and 
romantic in my lover's converſation, 


E 6 that, 
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that, had it not been for the more 
rational attentions -of a gentleman 
who was with him, I ſhould not have 
remained an hour in his company. In 
ſhort, we ſat laughing, ſinging, and 
drinking, till it was near five in the 
morning, when this ſtrange perſonage 
propoſed, that we ſhould accompany 
him about twenty-five miles out of 
town, to a place in Hertfordſhire, 
where he wanted to go, in order to 
purchaſe an horſe. As this had the 
air of a frolic, I readily confented— 
the gentleman who was with us did 
not refuſe—and we all ſet out in a 
poſt-chaiſe and four; and, about 
eight o'clock, arrived at the end of 
our journey. Tea and coffee were 
immediately ordered; and a chamber 
was prepared for me, that I might 
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recover myſelf from my fatigue, by 
a little repoſe, 


In the mean time, my gentleman 
propoſed to fulfil his errand, by pur- 
chaſing the horſe, which belonged to 
the Landlord, and defired an imme- 
diate tryal—to which the cautious 
hoſt refuſed his aſſent, unleſs he was 
equally well mounted to accompany 
him. After ſome time, however, 
an arrangement was made between 
them ; and Boniface having taken the 
beſt poſt-horſe in his ſtable, they 
both ſet out, in order that the ments, 
of the nag in queſtion might be fully 
aſcertained. An handſome dinner 
had been ordered, previous to their 
return; and I enjoyed my flumbers, 
'till they were interrupted by the 
Landlord, who ran about the houſe 
like 
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like a madman—as his companion, 
and my gallant friend, had fairly, or 
rather unfairly, outrode him, and 
was gone off with the horſe. 


This bufineſs cauſed no ſmall con- 
fuſion 3 and I began to feel myſelf 
very uncomfortable in my ſituation, 
as the gentleman who accompanied 
us was gone farther into the country, 
and I naturally expected that ſome 
very unpleaſant ſuſpicions would fall 
upon me; I therefore ſent for the 
Landlady, and gave her a very can- 


did hiſtory of my acquaintance with 


this unaccountable perſon, who had 
brought me to her houſe; and ex- 
preſſed my hopes, that no part of his 
conduct would be imputed to me.— 
Indeed, the good woman ſoon ſet me 
at my eaſe, and intreated, in the moſt 

civil 
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civil terms, that I would not make 
myſelf unhappy, for that they knew 
the gentleman very well, and hal 
been long accuſtomed to his tricks 
and vagaries, She faid, that he had 
lived in the town ; and, at one tune, 
owned ſeveral houſes in it, which 
he had fold, in order to indulge his 
extravagant fancies—ſhe al{o inform- 
ed me, that he had two fiſters, who 
tefided in the neighbourhood ; and 
that it was no uncommon practice 
with him, to go and break their win- 


dows, if W did not urn him 
with anch 


But ftill 1 had n to dla 


ſome apprehenſions; for I could not 
but conſider my ſelf as left in pawn, 


for the expences of the houfe; and, 
as I had but very little money with 
| oo” Mme, 
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me, I began to look upon my ſhoe- 


buckles, which coſt twenty guineas, 


as the only friends to relieve me from 
my preſent embarraſſments. Dinner, 
however, was ferved at the hour ap- 
pointed; and, to give me all poſſible 
comfort, the landlady and her daugh- 
ter were ſo obliging as to ſit at table 
with me. But fortune did not quite 
deſert me on the occaſion; for two 
gentlemen coming from town, and 
being informed of my fituation, de- 
fired permiſſion to take their tea with 
me. I did not heſitate to receive 
them; and was accommodated, by 
their generoſity, with more than ſuf- 
ficient to pay all demands at the inn, 
and to bear my expences to London 
which, however, were not very great, 
as I took a place for the next morn» 
ing in the ſtage-coach; and; had 1 
| 2 been 
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been in my uſual ſtate of good ſpirits, 
my companions in the journey would 
have afforded me no ſmall ſhare of 
amuſement. 


They conſiſt-d of an old man and 
lus wife, who, being apprehenfive of 
lighwaymen, were continually quar— 
relling, about the ſecreting half a 
dozen filver tea-ſpoons, and a pair of 
ſugar-tongs, which they were carry- 
ing as a preſent to a God-daughter 
in London. At length, after a thou- 
ſand ridiculous propoſals as to the 
hiding place of this treaſure, a cor- 
ner was thought of, where, I believe, 
no highwayman, or robber, of any 
kind, would have thought of looking 
for a booty. This important point 
being ſettled between the parties, the 
converſation took a different turn, 

4 which. 
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which was no leſs than a relation of the 
ſtory of the ſel//ow, as they called him, 
who had run away from the inu with 
an horſe belonging to the Landlord, 
that was worth ſixty guineas—nor 
did they ſpare the harlot, as they 
were pleaſed to call me, who had ac- 
 companied him; and who, they very 
kindly ſuppoſed, was in the ſecret of 
the buſineſs, and knew where to find 

the raſcal, in order to aſſiſt him in 
getting rid of the money, for which 
they concluded he had, by that time, 
ſold the horſe. 


During this converſation, I did 
not, as may be naturally ſuppoſed, 
feel myſelf very comfortable; but, 
in order to avoid all ſuſpicion, I joined 
heartily in it, and took ſome liberties 
with myſelf, which would not have 

cen 
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been very welcome, if they had been 
taken by another. At length we ar- 
rived in town; and I did not delay a 
moment to wait on Mr. Pratt, in 
order to thank him, in my way, for 
his obliging recommendation—but he 
aflured me, that the gentleman lived 
in a very handſome manner, in Gray's- 
Inn; and, though he was wild and 
eccentric, he declared it to be the firſt 
inſtance of his not having acted with 
generoſity, to any lady, whom he 
had engaged to meet in that houfe. 


I now returned home; and, in half 
an hour after my arrival, received a 
viſit from Captain Somerſet, of the 
Navy; who, though he laughed moſt 
heartily at my adventure, abuſed me 
moſt fincerely, in his good-humoured 
way, for frequenting places, where 

, I was 


116 MEMOIRS oO 


I vas liable to ſuch impoſitions; eſpe- 


cially as J had generous friends to 
vitit me at home, and ſo good an 
houſe to recelve them. 


To know what is right, and to 
perform it, are two very different 


things however, in this particular 


] obſerved the friendly Captain's 
admonition for ſome time, and was 
very ſeldom without viſitors ;. but, 
as the reader muſt have long. ago 


obſerved, I poſſeſſed a very truant 


diſpoſition ; and any plan, which pro- 
miſed an union of variety and ad- 
vantage, was, in general, embraced 
by me: another meſſage, therefore, 
from Mr. Pratt, to meet a wealthy 
merchant from, the city, drew nie 
again to the purlieus of Covent-Garden, 
and the entertainment of a Brothel, 


To 
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To this Merchant I was preſented — 
and partook with him of a very ele- 
gant ſupper—but his manners were 
not pleaſing, nor was his converſation 
brilliant; for it turned upon no other 
individual ſubject, than a ball given 
by the Lady Mayore/s, where he had 
gained great applauſe by the elegance 
of his dancing. 


As yet I had only ſeen the upper 


part of my gallant; but, when he 
advanced into the middle of the room, 
in order to give me a ſpecimen of his 
grace and agility, he diſcovered ſuch 
a pair of bandy legs, as determined 
me to bid him a very ſpeedy adieu— 
and, while he was attentively exe- 
cuting a pas de rigadon, I made a pas 
of another kind—walked quietly out 
of the room, and ordered a chair to 

take 
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take me home. My friend Mr. Pratt 
remonſtrated with all his eloquence; 
but, as he was not a ſufficient maſter 
of oratory to talk the Merchant's legs 
into a decent ſhape, it had not the 
. power to remove my diſguſt, or de- 
tain me with the object of it. 


Though, as it happened, it might 
have done better for me to have paſſed 
the evening with the bandy-legged 
citizen; for the chairmen, in taking 
me home, contrived to overturn the 
machine they carried: ſo that I was 
not only very ſeverely bruiſed, but 
my face was cut in ſuch a manner, 
as to oblige me to confine myſelf, for 
-a conſiderable time, to the confines 
of my own manſion. But this acci- 
dent did not prevent me from receiv- 

ing particular friends; and, among 
| them, 


y 
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them, 1 ſhould be ungrateful to Sir 
Francis Molyneux, if I did not mention 
his kind attentions, and the many 
excellent receipts he communicated 
to me, for the purpoſe of repairing 
the injuries which my viſage had ſuſ- 
tained. 


At this period, Miſs Metham and 
Major Atkinſon quarrelled and ſepa- 
rated. This circumſtance added ano- 
ther conſtant follower to my train; 
but, notwithſtanding all his atten- 
tions, and the various preſents he 
made me, I kept him at a great diſ- 
tance from that familiaricy, which 
ſeemed to be the firſt object of his 
wiſhes. Though he was continually 
laying ſome pretty bagate/le at my 
feet though not a week paſſed with- 
out his ordering elegant dinners to my 
* houſe 
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houſe—though, in ſhort, he gave me 
money whenever I wanted 1t—he ſtill 
remained in the mortifying poſition 


I have already deſcribed. 


The Major was a very excellent 
ſoldier; and, finding that he could 
not take the citadel by a regular ſiege, 
he began to bribe the centinels at the 
out- poſts he uſed, therefore, to lend 
Miſs Winckels, my confidential man- 
tua- maker, whatever money the want- 
ed, in order to win her over to his 
projects, and induce her to apply any 
well-timed inſinuations, to forward 
the poſſeſſion of his wiſhes — but 
when he found, at length, that all 
the efforts he had hitherto made were 
vain, he changed his fagon d'agyr, and 
metamorphoſed all his perſuaſions 
into threat and menace. 


In 


ANN SHELDON, 121 


In ſhort—he declared his intention 
of arreſting me for the preſents he had 
made me; and actually did arreſt the 
poor Mantua-maker for the money 
he had lent her: fo that, to ſave her- 
ſelf from a gaol, ſhe was obliged to 
find ſecurity for repaying the Major's 
bribes, by an arranged ſet of inſtall- 
ments : ſtill, however, he continued 
to trouble my door; and one day, 
when he was accidentally admitted, 
he began to renew all his fine offers, 
and to declare, in the moſt ardent 
manner imaginable, that, 1f I would 
but live with him, he would inſtantly 
make a moſt ample ſettlement upon 
me; but his conduct had been ſuch 
of late, that I told him in pretty 
plain —and, I fear, in pretty yulgar 
terms—that if he did not get out of 
the houſe, I would call half a dozen 


& 
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men to ſhake him well in a ſack, 
which was the only way I ſhould take 
of ſettling with him. After this 


agreeable rally, I ſaw the Major no 
more. 
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Again reconciled to Mr. Walſingham, who in- 
treats me to alter my courſe of life, in which I 
promiſed a Compliance; but, notwithſtand ing, 
dine with a convivial Society next day at the 
Bedford. Arms, conſiſting of Lord Corke, Sir 
Richard Symons, Mr. Dillon, Dr. Oliver, &c. 
where all my Reſolution to reform for ſook me 
Amour with Lord Melbourne—Anecdote 


relative thereto. 


HAD had now been for ſome time 
obliged to remain at home on ac- 
count of the wounds in my face, 
which were not yet quite healed : 
however, being tempted to take a 
walk with Miſs Winckels, who was 
going to wait on the Honourable Miſs 
F 2 Chet 
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Chetwynd,l was ſo fortunate,as wewere 

croſſing Berkley Square, to meet Mr. 
Talſingham—1I ſay fortunate, becauſe, 
though we never agreed for a week 
together, all the pre poſſeſſion of 
which my heart was capable belong- 
ed to him. — After aſking me about 
my face, and rallying me, in his 
own way, on the ſubject, he appoint- 
ed to call upon me in the even- 
ing, and I was not unprepared to 
receive him. 


My friend came, as uſual, to the 
moment, and, as uſual, w.th a long 
ſtring of moralizing remonſtrances 
on my wicked and abandoned life ; 
little thinking, good gentleman, to 
what noble perſon J was indebted for 
all the diſgraces of it. But, after he 
had given me my admonitory trim- 
' ming, | 
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ming, 
to my houſe, which, in his opinion, 
was too large for me, and, beſides, 
too public for him to appear at its 
door without being obſerved: He 
therefore propoſed my taking a ſmall 
houſe, or a lodging, at ſome diſtance 
from town, when he would be con- 


ſtant in his attentions to me to 


all which I very readily aſſented.— 
Thus did this viſit paſs like ſo many 


others from this gentleman, in grave 


propoſals. of changing my ſituation 
on his part, a demure ſubmiſſion to 


his pleaſure on mine, and no further 
concern about the matter from ei- 
ther. 


The dilatory ſcratches in my face 
being now removed, I was ready to 
obey any ſummons to pleaſure or pro- 

F 3 fit, 


he ſteered his ordinary courſe | 
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fit, and I ſoon received one . which 
promiſed to continue them. This 
was an invitation from Dr. Oliver, 
to deſire my company to ſupper at the 
Bedford- Arms, with Mr. Dillon, Mr, 
Townley, Sir Richard Symons, Lord 
Corhe, and ſeveral other gentlemen of 
con vivial debauchery. 


As I wanted a hoop, in order to 
dreſs myſelf in all my airs on the 
occaſion, which I had lent to a lady 
who lived in Sho, I took a walk thi- 
ther to fetch it, and to 1nvite her 
to accompany me to the entertain- 
ment. Before I had got to her houſe, 
it began not only to be duſky but 
driſling with rain; and, as I was 
hurrying to get away from both 
theſe inconveniences, I was joined by 
a very civil gentleman, who expref]- 


ed 


ed the politeſt wiſhes to conduct me 
home; but I was in a modeſt hu- 
mour, and thereſore excuſed my re- 
ceiving his offer, with an afturance 
that where I was going 1t would be 
impoſſible for him to be admitted; 
At the door therefore of my friend's 
lodging I took my leave of this 
azreeable companion, and fulfilled 
the object of my errand, 


After ſtaying a quarter of an hour, I 
proceeded on my return home, when 
I was again overtaken by my gallant 
attendant, whoſe renewed propoſals 
I received without my former heſita- 
tion,—As we were paſling along, I 
perceived, by the ſtrong light of a 
ſhop, that my companion was no leſs 
a perſon than Lord Melbourne ; but 
finding, when we were at length 


F 4 ſeated 
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ſeated in the dung-room, that he 
did not make himſelf known, 1 
thought 1t beſt to indulge his fancy at 
leaſt for a few minutes; and there- 
fore asked him if he was not a per- 
ſon in trade, as his language and ap- 
pearance ſeemed to dente. To this 
obſervation he replied, after ſome 
compliments on my penetration, in 
the affirmative :—* Indeed, added 
he, to tell you the truth, I am 
& in a ſnug comfortable way of buſi- 
& neſs, have a wife, a child, and 
% keep a maid ſervant, and lately 
« have ſet up a buggy, in which 1 
© take out my family of a Sunday, 
& and ſometimes of a Saturday after- 
& noon, — © And pray,” ſays 1. 
% have you not a corner for poor 
&« Harriet? * For what Harriet!“ 
anſwered he haſtily. For Harriet 

„ [ amo, 
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« Lamb, my Lord,” replied I—On 
which he began to examine me a 
little cloſer, and immediately diſ- 
covered who I was.—The conſe- 


qence of this ecclairciflement was 


a good deal of humour on both ſides, 


and which ended in the beſt humour. 


of all; for, after promiſing to call upon 
me the next morning, he ſhpped-a 
paper into my hand, which, from the 


weight of it, I thought had been his 


tradeſman's joke, and was full of 
halfpence ; but, when he was gone, 
I found, to my comfort, . that the 
contents of the packet did not pro- 
ceed from a ſhopkeeper's till, but a 
nobleman's purſe, for it contained 
twenty guineas. 


I now. dreſſed and proceeded to 


my evening's. amuſement, . where I 
found. a large and jovial company, 
4. and 


| 
| 
| 
| 


very urgently to dine with him, 
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and as merry weall were, as cating, 
and drinking, and muſic, and good 
humour could make us: Indeed, 

It was ſinging and dencing, 

And pleaſure advancing :— 
But Dr. Oliver bore me from the reſt, 
as his Nancy home. 


The Doctor was not only a gene— 
rous, but a reaſonable lover; for, 
on my informing him of my ap- 
pointment with Lord Melbourne, he 
hurried me away, that I might not 
miſs of any advantage; and the 
viſits of that noble Lord were always 
as beneficial as generoſity could make 
them.—In my way home, Lord ohn 


Lenox evertook me, and invited me 


Captain Garthfide, and Miſs Montague, 
who then lived with the latter gen- 


tle- 
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tleman : But the cravings of my 
purſe were always more powerful 
than thoſe of my ſtomach ;—it can- 
not therefore be ſuppoſed, that I 
would leave the Lord, who would 
fatisfy the one, for the Lord who 
would only fatisfy the other; Ithere- 
fore was faithful to my.appointment, 
and my noble friend was true to his, 
Lord Melbourne's viſits were always 
ihort, but very ſweet; for they 
never failed to leave me conſiderably 
richer than they found me. 
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CHAP. XEIII. 


Sketch of the Life of Miſs Brown, who was 
| protected by Mr. Fletcher .— Another Maſque- 
rade Scene, —aticnded by Lord J. Lenox, Mi; 
Montague and Captain Car thiſide am mi/- 
taken by a Jealous City Habcrdajher for his 
Wife, and laid violent hands on; the Conſn- 
fron that enſued —Mr. Walſingham again 
propoſes a Plan of Retirement, which, like ali 
the former, ſoon vaniſhed. A moſ? extraordi- 
-nary aſſemblage of Forty-frve Momen of aban- 
doned Character. — Their ſupping together, and 
the Conſequences that ſollqwed, 


— ͤ—— —— —jE—ä— ͤ 


HE next morning Miſs Brown 
called upon me, to propoſe a 
party with her to Maidenhead Bridge, 
| to meet Mr. Fletcher, a member of 
| the Houſe of Commons, who was 
doatingly fond of her. He had 
taken her from home, and placed 
| her 
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her at a boarding- ſchool in order to 
qualify her to live in his houſe, and 
preſide at his table; but ſhe had ran 
away from the ſchool, and ſeemed no 
otherwiſe qualified to ſit at any table 
than by poſleffing an appetite which 
would devour every thing that was 
placed before it. 1 need not obſerve 
here,or in any other part of my work, 
that amuſement and variety, were 
ever acceptable to me, ſo I accom- 
panied her in her jaunt; and we were 
no ſooner arrived at our deſtination, 
than the diſappeared to order dinner, 
which, without waiting for Mr. Fletch- 
er,ſhe commandedto be ſerved the mo- 
ment it was ready: and I wasasmuch 
aſtoniſhed as ſhe was delighted, with 
the appearance of a huge ſhoulder of 
mutton, garniſhed with potatoes. 
This kind of diſhdid not pleaſe my pa- 


late, 
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late, tho' it did her's, for ſhe actu— 
ally eat or rather devoured the great- 
eſt part of it, and I therefore or- 
dered a few little articles of a more 
delicate nature, which were ſerved 
up as a ſecond courſe, —and for which 
my voracious friend, ſeemed to pol- 
ſeſs a ſecond appetite. The high- 
flavoured ragouts ſhared the ſame 
fate as the ſimple joint, and if aſton- 
iſhment could have ſatisfied my hun— 
ger, I had little need of any additi- 


onal food. At length, however, 


Mr. Fletcher arrived, and after order- 
ing a poſt-chaiſe and four to take me 
to town, he and his Dulcinea pro- 
ceeded on their journey. Mr. Fletcher 
appeared to be a moſt amiable and 
well bred man, and had proved his 
attachment to this little Sparrows- 


Hawk, 
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Hawk, by providing for all her fa- 
mily, as well as herſelf. 


On my arrival in town, I found 


a letter from Mr. Swede/and with a 
parcel, which contained fix filver 
table ſpoons, and two pieces of Hol- 
and, — The Epiſtle was as follows, 


oP 
cc 
6c 
* 
(e 


cc 


TY 


cc 


6c 


„ Dear Nancy. 


J ſhall be in town in 
two or three days. —My aunt has 
intercepted ſome of your letters, 
while I was at Sir Cecil's.—She 
and Mrs. Cox the Houlſe-keeper 
have had my ſervant locked up 
in a room to know who you was ; 
but the dog was ſtaunch, and 
would own to nothing. —When I 
returned home, he was gone to 

I « Sutton 
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„% Fulton for an horſe, which I had 
ordered him. When Mr. Fawcet 
called upon me, I told him that 
* I ſhould go to church on Sunday; 
« when my aunt aſked if Mrs, 
& Archer was to be there, I was a 
„ little confuſed ; but I paſſed it off 
& as well as I could, and rallicd 
„ them off by ſaying, they ſhould 
* ſee you ſome time or other. If 
« you have no occaſion for J/7ll,— 
„ ſend him back. 


* 


4 Yours Sincerely, 


66 8. 1 


I now took an opportunity of 
paying a viſit to Miſs Montague,. and 
dined with her, Lord J. Lenox, and. 

Captain 
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Captain Garthþde,who all lived in the 
ſame houſe, in Berkeley Spuare.— 
Here I paſted a very merry day, 
and the following evening we all 
went to the maſquerade, —Lord chu, 
was my beau, in the character of a 
7. ar, and I was his belle, in that of a 
nm. His Lordſhip propoſed this 
arrangement to ſave us the trouble 
of talking, „for as we ſhould ap- 
« pear,” he ſaid, “ as perſons who 
% did not belong to the world, no 
© one would ask us any queſtions 
& about it.” But he was confound- 


edly miſtaken; for no poor devoted 


female was more tormented by her 
wiſhes in a cloiſter, than I was by 
my friends in the Haymarket. —The 
noble Captain J/alfinzham was, as 
uſual, diſpoſed to moralize, and 
began with, “ wiſhing that the in- 
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* nocence of my habit could be 
„ transferred to my life.“ But 
thanks to you fir,” replied J, with 
a tone of voice, that made him 
change colour, “ that is impoſſible.“ 
„% Well then,” ſaid he, rallying 
himſelf,” —“ you may repent and 
recover that chaſtity in a convent, 
„ which you have loſt in the world.“ 
& As for a convent,” anſwered IJ, 
„it will meet with no objection 
% from me, provided it is a ſhip of 
„the line, and that you are my 
„father confeſſor.“ 


This little turn, (which, with all 
its complimentary colour, proceeded 
from my heart,) had ſuch an effect 
upon his, that he defired me not to 
quit the place without informing 
him, by ſome fignal, of the moment 


of 
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of my departure, and he would con- 
trive to follow me.—This command 
| did not forget; but it was impoſ- 
ſible for me to eſcape from any 
place of this public nature, without 


ſomething of an adventure,—and 


at the very door of the theatre, a very 
ſingular one befell me. Lord John 
and his friends had promiſed to ſet 
me down at my own houſe, and as I 
was getting into the coach, a ſtrange, 
wild looking kind of man ſeized me 
round the waiſt, and calling out for 
aſſiſtance, declared I was his wife. — 
Conſcious as I was, that I had an 
husband, I began to tremble at the 
apprehenſion that my Benedict had 
come in purſuit of me; but it turn— 
ed out to be an honeſt enraged haber- 
daſher of the City, whoſe wife had 
determined upon a little amuſement 

at 
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at the Weſt-end of the town. The 


poor man being informed ſhe was at 
the maſquerade, had concluded, thut 
as her deſign was profligate, ſhe 
would natutally chuſe the habit of 
chaſtity, as a diſguiſe, and therefore 
had fixed upon the innocence of my 
dreſs, as the veil of his wife's iniqui- 
ties I was obliged to unmask to 
ſatisfy his jealous curioſity; and, 
after no ſmall diſturbance from the 
mob which had been collected on the 
occaſion, I returned home in an habit 
whoſe tattered appearance made it at 
length no improper emblem of her 
virtue who wore it. Mr. Walfing- 
ham arrived ſoon after me; and on 
quitting me the next morning, 


repeated. his accuſtomed admoni- 


tion, to give up my houſe, and ſeek 
a more retired ſituation, while I ex 


preſſed 
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prefled my uſual diſpoſition to ſub- 
mit myſelf to his pleaſure, in all 
things z—but, it was not deſtined, 
for the preſent at leaſt, that our fine 
dreams of prudence and affection, 
| ſhould grow 1nto reality. 


OM. CP 


Alas! inſtead of ſolitude and the 
ſhades, the charms of peacctul re- 
flection and improving converſation, 
Al was doomed to range the wilds of 
intemperance and proſtitution; for 
Mr. Walfingbam had not been gone 
ten minutes before I received a meſ- 
| {age from Mrs. Thornton, to deſire I 
would make one of a large party at 
her houſe on the Monday evening 
following, by the defire of Mr. Oli- 
ver, as forty-five gentlemen, (Milbes's 
vumber,) had agreed to ſup there, 
and intended to have the ſame quan- 
tity 
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tity of ladies, if they could be found, 
That they were to be found, was very 
evident; for by nine o'clock on the 
evening appointed, we were all al. 
ſembled, and as uo gentlemen were 
yet arrived, the company might be 
ſaid to be feminine, but the wit and 
and good-humour was, from time 
to time, of the maſculine gender. 


When forty-five women of the 
town, and ſuch as would be at the 
call of a bagnio, were aſſembled to- 
gether ; conſiſting of ftiends and ene- 
mies, acquaintances and ſtrangers— 
the ſick and the well, and compara- 
tively ſpeaking, the rich and the 
poor ; ſuch a converſation might be 
expected as I, who compoſed a part 
of it, ſhould be aſhamed to repeat, 
and which, if it were written, would 

ſcarce 
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ſcarce find a reader even among thoſe 
who uttered it. 


Woman 1s called deceitful, in the 
moral canting of the other ſex, ſhe 
is repreſented as fallacious by nature, 
and as preferring, on every occaſion, 
thecrooked path of hypocriſy. What 
the female character may be by na- 
ture, I am not ſufficiently skilled 
in the knowledge of to determine. 


But this I will ſay, for I know it 


well, that when women are brought 
by the ſeduction of men, to practiſe 
thoſe arts from neceſſity, which 
they are accuſed of favouring from 
choice ; when they have been taught 
by the arts of men, to look upon 
them as their prey, they refine upon 
duplicity, it is their daily bread, 
and men become, as they deſerve, 


the 
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the dupes of thoſe very Dalilahs 
which they themſelves created 


But to return to my ſubject. 


As it drew towards midnight we 
received a meilage from Mr. Oliver, 
informing us, that the gentlemen 
could not come immeditely, and that 
we ſhould not wait for ſupper a mo- 

ent beyond twelve o'clock ; accor- 
dingly at that hour it was ſerved; 
and ſuch a ſcene of carving, helping, 
eating and drinking, enſued, as, could 
it be related, would not. be believed. 
But, to crown the whole, our land- 


. lady, Mrs. Thornton, obſerving we 


were ſtill without gentlemen, thought 
proper to introduce two of her friends 
to partake of our conviviality; but 
one of theſe unfortunate perſonages 


having 
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having, at ſome former period, been 
guilty of ungenteel treatment to one 
of the ladies preſent, the watch- word 
was given, and a moſt violent attack 
was made upon him with ſuch am- 
munition as the plates and diſhes af- 
forded. A blanket was then called 
for, and he would moſt aſſuredly 
have experienced all the diſcipline of 
it, if Lord Moleſwortb, who was fleep- 
ing in an adjoining room, had not 
quitted his bed, and run in half na- 
ked among us, to avert the miſchief, 
As weall knew his Lordſhip, he con- 
tinued to pacify us, and to give the 
trembling culprit an opportunity to 
eſcape. 


The buſtle being a littleover, Lord 
Molefworth retired to his bed, and we 
returned to our glaſſes; and finding, 
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after ſome time, that no gentlemen 
arrived to viſit us, we determined to 
pay our reſpects at leaſt to one of 
them; and it was accordingly pro- 
poſed for the whole company to make 
an attack upon our good friend Dr, 


Oliver's door, in Ceciliſtreet. 


We ordered, therefore, all the 
hackney coaches that could be got to- 


gether, and the whole troop of forty- 


—— I ae an mom 


five women, ſome within the car- 
riages, and others behind, and a few 
more adventurous ones on the boxes, 
ſet out to Cecil. ſtreet, and drew up in 
order before Dr. Oliver's door ;—and 
J really believe that the midnight 
amuſements of London, various as'they 
may have been, never produced a ſimi- 
lar ſpectacle. Having called the Doc- 
tor from his bed, and brought him 

to 
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to his window, we continued our 
noiſe and riot till the neighbourhood 
became alarmed, and a retreat to our 
reſpective homes was found neceſſary 


to ſave us from the aſylum of a round- 
houſe. 


G 2 CHAP. 
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HAP. ALY: 


Mr. Walſingham gives me a Leflure on my late 
indiſcreet Conduct. — Receive a Viſit from 
Lord Deloraine, who brings a Lady to reſide 
with me—ſpend a happy N inter —accompany 
Mr. Swecdland to Box-hill—form a ſtrange 
Connection with a Mr. Caijou, a Captain if 
a French Merchant Ship—am confined jorty 
Days in Weſtminſter Gate-houſe out of a Spi- 
rit of Revenge. 


Few days after this adventure, Mr, 
Walfingham came with more than 
ordinary diſpleaſure, to call me to an 
account for my late indiſcretion. In 
ſhort, he ſaid ſo much, and was fo 
full of his menaces, that I told him, 
with ſome kind of aſperity, I ſup- 
| poſed 
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pol.d he brought me one of his wife's 

morning lectures, and that he had 

come in that hurry to prevent it from 

getting cool. This little ſarcaſm did 

not encreaſe his complaiſance, but it 
« W haſtened his departure—and he left 
me with a declaration that he would 
never ſee me again. 


As I really loved Mr. Walfinzham 
better than any other man in the 
world, theſe diſputes always cha- 
grined me; and I ſhould have been 
very uneaſy at his manner of parting 
from me, if the arrival of Mr. Sweed- 
land, and the jovial ſcenes that he al- 
ways brought with him, had not 
amuſed my chagrin. 


CCC WW. > 


At this time I received a viſit from 
Lord Deloraine, who wiſhed me to aſ- 
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fiſt him in procuring an apartment, 
and a proper companion for a lady 
he intended to bring to town. This 
aid I immediately afforded his Lord- 
ſhip; for I offered any part of my 
houſe as an accommodation to the 
lady by way of apartment; and that 
being readily accepted, I preſented 
myſelf by way of companion; nor 
was I refuſed. 


Lord Deloraine, therefore, ſoon 
brought me his fair dulcinea, who 
remained the beſt part of the winter 
with me; and as his Lordſhip was ge— 
nerous to profuſion, it was, I think, 
the moſt agreeable winter of my life, 
as there was no kind of amuſement, 
pleaſure, or luxury, that he did not 
procure for us. | 


In 
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In the early part of the ſpring, Mr. 
Sweedland propoſed my accompany- 
ing him to Bax-Hi//, and twenty | 
pounds for a riding habit, was one of 
the conditions on which I conſented 
to go. It may be thought indeed, 
that ſuch circumſtances are not worth 
relating; and, did they ſtand alone, 

I thould not offer them. But if the 

reader ſhould be a perſon of obſerva- 
tion, and I know no reaſon why I | 
may not preſume that he or ſhe 
may be ſuch, it need not be obſerved 
on my part, that maſſive tiſſues are 
made of fingle threads; and that, 
while the greateſt things frequently | 
derive there eclat and proudeſt cir- 
cumſtances from trifling events, it 
ought to be remembered, that ſuch a 
life as mine can be compoſed of no 
other ;—and this riding habit will be 
G 4 the 
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the cauſe of leading me, and, of 
courſe, every one who accompanies 
me, to a ſcene as new as it was un- 
expected and unpropitious. 


For the purpoſe of making up this 
dreis, Miſs Hudſon recommended me 
to a Mr. Demo»!y, a taylor, where J 
went to be meaſured for that purpoſe; 
and while this ceremony was per— 
forming, and directions were taking, 
I engaged, as it were accidentally, 
in converſation with a gentleman who 
was there, and whom I afterwards 
knew to be a Mr. Cayou, the captain 
of atrading veſſel between London and 
Boulzzgne. As he knew ſomething of 
a lady that I had formerly known 
when ſhe lived with Lord Carygſort, 
but who now refided at Boulogne, our 
converſation became intereſting ; and 

as 
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as he generouſly propoſed to pay the 
taylor for making my habit, on the 
one hand, I invited him to dine with 
me, the following day, on the other. 
Mr. Caijou came as he promiſed, and 
made his viſit more welcome by ac- 
companying 1t with the preſent of a 
very handſome filk cloak, and fome 
clegant lace for a cap. In ſhort, this 
French merchantman became very ſo- 
ciable, and | continued to receive oc— 
cational and friendly viſits from him. 


It I were to apologiſe for introdu- 
cing trifles 1n this work, I muſt ne- 
ceflarily prepare an apology for every 
page; but I have already ſufficiently 
obſerved upon that ſubject, and there- 
fore ſhall proceed to relate, without 
heſitation, that one day when Mr. 
Sweedland dined with me, a boiled 

G5 chicken 
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chicken happened to go untouched 
from the table, and I took the hber- 
ty, as being miſtreſs of the houſe, to 
order this ſelf-ſame chicken to be 
kept for {upper ; an exertion of power 
on my part that gave great umbrage 
to the miſtreſs of the kitchen ; who, 
when the hour of ſupper arrived, ac- 
companied the diſh to the parlour 
door, at the ſame time making that 
kind of noiſe which 1s uſed to drive 
living fowls. On enquiring the cauſe 
of this buſtle, ſhe told me without 
reſerve, that ſhe came to drive the, 
cold chicken into the parlour ; and, 
without giving me an opportunity to 
obſerve upon her impertinence, began 
to attack me rather ſeverely for de; 
priving the kitchen of its rights, b | 
ordering any thing a ſecond time into 
the parlour, 


4 I have 
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I have never appeared, in the courſe 
of this narrative, to want ſpirit ;— 
and this, ſurely, was not a time to 
check it. Though the woman. had. 
lived with me upwards of fix years, 
did not heſitate to aſſure her that 
the ſhouid live with me no more 
and, after the regular courſe of a 

month's warning, ſhe was diſcharg- 
ed. The interval, however, the em- 
ployed to a very cunning and mali- 
cious purpoſe. Having run me in. 
debt without my knowledge, to a 
number of the little ſhops in the 
neighbourhood, ſhe hinted to theſe 
petty and unknown creditors that I 
ſhould ſhortly go abroad, and there- 
fore adviſed them to ſummons me to 
the Court of Conſcience. As ſhe 
had arranged the matter with theſe 
people, ſhe. never: failed to receive 

G.6 the 
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the ſummonſes as they were deliver- 
ed, and was equally cautious in keep- 
ing them from my knowledge ;—ſo 
that theſe ſuits all procceded to exe- 
cution, without my knowing any 
thing of the matter. 


I was, however, ſoon informed, and 
not in the pleaſanteſt manner, of this 
very unexpected circumſtance, by 
being arreſted, as I was walking in 
St. James's-ſtreet, with Mrs. Evers, 
of Cleveland-row, and Mrs, Letchmere. 
1 immediately retired to that lady's 
apartment to ſettle the matter, when 
my protector told me that he had 
ſeen other executions againſt me, 
amounting in all to about thirteen 
pounds, ; 


In 
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In the whole courſe of my life, 
with ſuch an irritable temper as I poſ- 
ſefled, and the various circumſtances 
that had been continually playing 
upon it, I never remember myſelf to 
have been affected with ſo much mor- 
tification. In talking over the mat- 
ter, the bailiff told me, that forty days 
impriſonment would lettle the whole, 
and that I need not enter the Gate- 
houſe, which was the common 'pri- 
ſon, but might have very comfort- 
able apartments in the keeper's houſe, 
and, liberty excepted, be as conve- 
niently fituated there as in my own. 


To the keeper's houſe then I went 
as faſt as an hackney-coach could 
carry me,—and there I remained for 
the forty days which were to pay 
my impertinent creditors, During 

that 
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that time my friends viſited me as if 
J had been in my own houſe, and 
were continually perſuading me to 
give over my freak, and let them pay 
the money, which would diſcharge 
me; but this I actually refuſed, and 
had a ſwing put up in the yard for 
my exerciſe and amuſement, TI was 
obſtinately bent on the accompliſh- 
ment of my frolic, by puniſhing 
the people who had taken ſuch an 
unjuſtifiable method of perſecuting 
Me. | 


C HAP. 
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C HH. AF, XEV. 


a. 


Break up Houſe-keeping,. and accompany Mr. 
Caijou to France, taking. my Coach with me 
— Repreſents me as an Engliſh Lady of Faſhion 
at Rouen A ft range Atlventure there with a 
Mr. Lebar and an Iriſh Prieſt Set off for 
Paris -A rival there - Olliged to hire an In- 
ter preter Mr. Cai;ou growing inconvenient 


to me, am greatly perplexed to get rid of him. 


AF length, however, the term of 
| my captivity was expired; 
and the keeper of the priſon, who 
had greatly profited by his gueſt, 
withed, if poſſible, to keep me a little 
longer, and therefore made fine ex- 
cuſes not to let me out at the time 


the 
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the law gave me liberty, as he had 


been informed that a detainer was 
coming againſt me. I had alſo had 
the ſame information, and the ſame 
reaſon, which rendered him dilatory, 
rendered me active. I was deter- 
mined therefore to make an effort for 
my freedom; and, as he was an old 
man, I eafily threw him on his back, 
when he oppoſed my way; and 
puſhing the turnkey over a tub that 
was behind him, I unlocked the 
door, and made the beſt of my way 
to my own houſe; where I found 
every thing 1n the ſame order I had 
left it. My friends continued to 
viſit me as ufual, and I ſoon forgot 
my temporary exile in the Gate- 


Houſe of Weſtminſter. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Cay, the Baulagne Captain, 
was, among others, very conſtant in 
his attentions to me; and, as he was 
going to Paris, did all he could to 
tempt me to accompany him; and, 
after repeated efforts to that effect, 
he at length ſucceeded in prevailing 
upon me to take a journey, where 
he made me believe I ſhould ſoon 
make my fortune. The idea plea- 
ſed my fancy, and I was determined to 
purſue 1t without delay: Sol diſpoſed 
of my houſe, ſold my goods, redeemed 
my coach, and ſet out in it, with Mr, 
Caijou by my fide, and upwards of 
five hundred pounds in my pocket, 
to Brighthelmſtone, in my way to 
France. After being detained a few 
days in waiting for a packet, we 
{et ſail, and arrived ſafe and well at 
Dieppe ; from whence we ſet off 

the 
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the following day for Rauen, where we 
made ſome ſtay. Here Mr. Cajyou 
had ſeveral acquaintances; and, as! 
was not known to be otherwiſe than 
he repreſented me, as an Engliſh lady 
of faſhion, they ſhewed me every poſ- 
ſible civility ; and, to.ſay the truth, I 
enjoyed as much fatisfation with 
theſe pleaſant and polite people, as a 
total ignorance of their language 
would allow me. 


But there was a beautiful young 
officer in the hotel where I lodged, 
and whole window was oppoſite to 
mine, who would ſoon, I believe, 
have communicated a little of the 
French language to me, if his old 
uncle had not arrived and opened his 
trenches, for he was a general officer, 
be fore my citadel. He ſpoke Engliſh 
N extre- 
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extremely well; and, if he would 
have ſerved as an interpreter, I ſhould 
have been extremely pleaſed with 
his viſits; but he preſented himſelf 
as the principal figure in the picture, 
and threw the young man too far 
into the back ground for my con- 
tentment. Indeed J ſoon found that 
Rouen was not the place for me Civi- 
lities, it is true, were heaped upon 
me; but they were empty amuſe— 
ments, and I had been too long ac- 
cuſtomed to receive profit as well as. 
pleaſure from the paſſing hours, that 
I was difſatisfied if they did not 
come attended with both.—A viſit 
from an Engliſh merchant was all I 
had hitherto received, and he choſe to 
keep up the courſe of trade, and carry 
on his dealings by barter, for he 
made a preſent of a watch, which, I 

{uppole 
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ſuppoſe, in the courſe of his dealing; 
he could have told for fifty guineas, 
I had alſo the honour of ſtrolling 
about the town with Lord Egremont, 
who, on his departure for England 
left me a packet of tea as a legacy. 


A Mr. Lebar, an eminent velvet 
merchant, taking a liking to my car- 
riage, I thought it prudent to fell it 
to him for ninety louisdo'rs. This 
good man was ſo pleaſed with his 
purchaſe, that he invited me to dine 
with him, and a very elegant dinner 
was provided on the occaſion, In 
the deſert, among a great variety of 
beautiful confectionary, and the fin- 
eſt fruits, there were ſome peaches 
preſerved in brandy, which I eat fo 
plentifully that, going after dinner 
to ſee the bridge of boats, I was 

taken 
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taken ſo ill, that they were obliged 
to put me into a vinaigrelte, a kind 
of ſedan-chair on wheels, and take 
me home. Indeed, ſo powerfully 
did the peaches operate on me, that, 


b ] was abſolutely ſenſeleſs, or in 
plain Engliſh dead drunk. A few 
hours ſleep, however, reſtored me to 


myſelf, and when I awoke, nothing 
could equal my aſtoniſhment, when 
I ſaw a ſtrange figure of a man, 
dreſſed in a courſe brown mantle, 
and a beard hanging down to his 
girdle, fitting by the fide of my bed. 
As my recollection did not immedi— 
ately r-turn, I could not conceive 
into what place or purgatory I had 
got to, when, the good father, for 
he was a Capuchan fryar, informed 
me, in all the correctneſs of a Tippe- 
rary dialect, that he was deſired to 
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attend me, in order to hear me con- 
feſs my ſins, and prepare myſelf, 
like a good chriſtian for the other 
world. | 


As I had no deſign to take ſuch a 
Journey, I very frankly informed 
him ſo; and recommended him to 
take himſelf out of the room as faſt 
at his bare feet could carry him : but, 
finding, he was not diſpoſed to move, 
and that he continued muttering his 
prayers, and croffing himſelf; I was 
obliged to threaten him with a ſprink- 
ling not of—holy water, - that I had 
at hand, if he did not depart. Still, 
however, he heſitated to walk off, 
and I was obliged to alarm the houſe 
with an outcry, that made him bun- 
dle up his petticoats and hurry out 
of the room as faſt as his old legs 
could carry him. 'The people who 
| came 
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came running into the room in con- 
ſequence of the alarm I had given, 
and had met the fryar hobbling down 
the ſtairs, could not conceive what 
was the matter; nor had I French 
enough to explain myſelf. At length, 
however, my old general made his 
appearance, and ſerved as the inter- 
preter of my hiſtory, to the no ſmall 
amuſement of every one preſent, I 
afterwards found that this poor fryar 
had been ſent by the velvet merchant, 
who, not ſuſpecting my real ſick- 
neſs, thought there might be dan- 
ger of my body, and therefore very 
piouſly did all that depended on him, 
to provide for my ſoul. 
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Mr. Caijou, who accompanied me 
in my journey, was not quite ſo con- 
venient as I ſometimes wiſhed him 

| to 
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to be, and we had frequent quarrels 
upon that ſubject, af once, in par- 
ticular, I entertained a French gen- 
tleman, with an example of Eng- 
liſh diſcipline, by beating this Mr. 
Caijou with one of my ſhoes all round 
the room, for daring to ſtay in the 
chamber when I had given an hint 
that his abſence would be agreable 
to me. But as I had a conſiderable 
ſum of money, which he had conſi- 
dered as his prey, he was very un- 
pleaſant indeed when I ſhewed a dif: 
poſition to ſee any other perſon than 
himſelf, | 


As it was not in my power to get 
rid of this man at Rouen, I determined 
to ſet off for Paris, where I naturally 
imagined it would be in my power 
to diſmiſs him whenever I thought 


proper, 
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proper, _ after a,journey of much 
fatigue and nov -Ity, though not at- 
tended with any circumſtances worth 
a relation, unleſs my riding aſtride 
for a couple of poſts, be conſidered as 
one; we arrived ſafe at the capital 
of the French kingdom,—and took 
an handſome apartment at a cutler's 
facing the Opera-houſe.—As I could 
not peak the French-tongue, it was 
abſolutely neceſſary for me to have 
an interpreter. and I hired an Tr; 
girl who had lived for many years in 
Paris, and-ſpoke the language of the 
country as well as her own. 


VoL. II. A CHAP. 
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CHAP, XLvVEL 


My firſt Conqueſt in Paris, the Duke de 

—The awkward ſituation 1 was frequently in, 

by not underſtanding the French Language.— 

In Love with the Duke de Chartres. A,. 

Caijou becomes troubleſome again to me. — An 

obliged to apply to the Engliſs Ambaſſador, 
Tord Stor mont, to get rid of him 


FT ER having reſted myſelf 
for a day, I indulged my natu- 
Tal curioſity to ſee whatever was 
worth obſervation in the gay and gal- 
Jant city of which I was become an 
inhabitant; I vifited the Thuillerics, 
the Palais Royal, and every public 
: | place 
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place where I could ſee and be ſeen, 
The Boulevards was one of my fa- 
vourite walks, and as I was walking 
there one afternoon with my femme 
de chambre, a coach drawn by eight 
horſes, and attended by ſervants in 
very ſumptuous liveries paſſed by us, 
and ſtopping ſoon after, a tall gen- 


tleman, very elegantly dreſſed, iſſu- 


ed from the carriage : and, without 
any previous ceremony accoſted me 
in the French langage. As I neither 
underſtood, or could reply to him, 
I was obliged to have recourſe to my 
ſemme de chambre, to ſerve as an inter- 
preter between us, and by her inter- 
vention, IJ heard more handſome, 
and flattering things ſaid to me in 
half an hour, than I had heard before 
in the whole courſe of my life. Af- 
ter walking and chatting in the beſt 
H 2 manner 
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manner we could for ſome time, 
he propoſed my meeting him a little 
way out of the gates at ſeven o' clock, 


when he would communicate ſome- 
thing to me, which might not be to 
my diſadvantage. To this I readily 
conſented, and he took his leave with 
as much reſpect and as many low 
bows, as if I had been a princeſs of 
the blood, and not a princeſs of 
fortune. 


When he was gone, my female 
companion, who was of the right 
complexion for my purpoſe, began 
to ſimper inſidiouſly and compliment 
me on the conqueſt I had juſt made; 
and, indeed, I was-not a litttle proud 
of the circumſtance, when I was 
informed that the - perſonage with 
whom J had been converſing was the 


Duke 
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Duke de -— and a near relation 
to the King. In ſhort, I began to 
grow impatient for the hour of ap- 
pointment, and amuſed the intervaF 
with many a bright dream of for- 


tune, which a mind, {as the minds 
of thoſe in my ſituation muſt ever 


be,) continually animated by hope, 
or harraſſed by fear, is ever diſpoſed 
to encourage. At length, however, 
the clocks chimed ſeven, and J re- 
paired to the place of appointment, 
where the Duke was ready to receive 
me, and a very handſome. young 
man (whom I afterwards knew. to 
be the Duke de Chartres) along with 
him. After ſauntering for a quarter 
of an hour, the latter took his leave, 
but contrived to whiſper my ſervant 
that he ſhould ſee me 33 


JOY” 


H;] He 
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He was no ſooner gone than my 
firſt lover began to make his enqui- 
ries concerhing my fituation 5 and 
being informed where I lodged, ex- 
preſſcd his wiſhes that J would re- 
move immediately to ſome other 
quarter; aud that he tlien ſhould be 
moôſt Happy to viſit me, and do 


every thing in his power to make 


Paris agreeable while I thought pro- 
per to honour it with my preſence, 
and him with my fſotiety. I could al- 
moſt have laughed at theſe High- 
fbwn' compliments, Which were {6 
very different from thbſe I had been 
uſed to receive at the houſes of plea- 
ſure in Covent Garden, or at my on 
houſe in Delahay-Rreet, Weſtminſter ; 
but I endeavoured to arrange my 
manners, and compoſe my features 
to the circumſtances around me, and 


I ſuc- 
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1 ſucceeded ſo far as to compleat my 
conqueſt. 


But what a ſtrange thing is hu- 
man happineſs! and how buſy are 
our follies and foibles in deſtroying 
the little fabrick of it. Not an hour 
before, I was elevated beyond ex- 
preſſion at the attention of this diſ- 
tinguiſhed perſon; and now I had 
ſeen the Duke de Charires, I was ſo 
forcibly ſtruck with the latter, that 
] would: with pleature have yielded 
all the great promiſes which had 
been fo laviſhly made me by the for- 
mer. However, I was not quite ſo 
mattentive to my intereſt, as to risk a 
certain good, for an uncertain plea- 
ſure, and on my return home, I diſ- 
patched Nanette, to enquire about 
another apartment, in ſuch a ſitu- 

H 4 ation 
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ation as might ſuit with the wiſhes 
the Duke had more particularly 
expreſſ{:d to her on the ſubje& ; and 
the next day I found myſelf moſt 
conveniently ſituated at a perfumer's, 
in the Fauxbourg St, Martin. 


My next plan, was in what man- 
ner I ſhould contrive to get rid of 
Mr. Caijou. He had been abſent on 
his own affairs for ſeveral days, and 
when, on his return, he found 1 
had changed my lodgings he began 
to have his ſuſpicions that my de- 


ſigns were not favourable to him. In 


fact, he thought that ſome of my 
money would be very. uſeful in his 
traffic, and he accordingly propoſed 
that IJ ſhould advance him a ſum to 
lay out in ſnuff-boxes, which he 
would fell at an enormous profit in 


London; 
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London; and on my refuſal to com- 
ply with his propolition, a quarrel 
enſued between us, and I at length 
gave him ten guineas to purchaſe his 
removal. 


I was no ſooner ſettled in my new 
apartments, than 1 informed the 
Duke de of my ſituation, and 
was favoured with his daily viſits. 
But though he was a man of the moſt 
poliſhed manners, and extremely ge- 
nerous in his pecuniary favours, my 
mind' was always inclining me to the 
Duke de Chartres ; and notwithſtand- 
ing I continually, met him at public 
places, and had frequently the ho- 
nour of converſingwith him, I could 
never get that amiable nobleman in- 
to my trap, though I baited it with 
every alluretent 1 in my power. 


1 5 8 
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1 Had, however; ſore conſolation 
under my diſappointment, by find. 

ing that my finances encreaſed every 
day; but a new interruption to my 
proſperous ſituation was given me by 
Mr. Caljou, who, informing himſelf 
of the company I ſaw, and drawing 
ſome very natural concluſions from 
thence as to the encreaſing ſtate of 
my purſe, made a very bold attack 
upon, me; and threatened, if 1 did 
not ſhare my fortune with him, 
whatever it might be, that he would 
force me to it, by going to the Po- 
lice, and ſwearing that I was his law- 
ful wife. Nay, he terrified me great- 
ly by adding, that if 1 made the leaſt 
oppoſition, he would have me ſhut 
upin the Ma ifon' Forte. But I Had v very 
fortunately one with me who was 
able to adviſe on the occaſion ; and 


Nanette 
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Nanette recommended me to go with- 
out delay to the Engliſh Ambaſſador, 
and claim his protection: nor did 1 
heſitate to avail myſelf of the firſt 
opportunity to follow her good coun- 
ſel. In the mean time, however, I 
appeared in great good humour with 
Mr. Caijou, who, ſuſpecting nothing 
of my deſign, took his afternoon 
walk, and left me at liberty to pay 
my viſit to the Englfb Ambaſſador's 
hotel. 


Lord Stormont was at this time the 
repreſentative of the Britt Court at 
that of Verſailles; but he was not at 
home when I called, and 1 was there- 
fore, though with ſome difficulty, ad- 
mitted to Mr. Harvey, his Lordſhip's 
Secretary. That gentleman received 
me with great civility; and 1 told 

: H 6 him 
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him a plain unvarniſhed tale of my 
ſituation, circumſtances, and appre- 
henſions. Nor did I addreſs him in 
vain; for he not only promiſed, but 
honoured me with his protection. 
He requeſted me to be under no 
alarm, and giving me a letter ſealed 
up, he deſired me, if any perſon from 
the police ſhould come to moleſt me, 
to preſent him with it. The next 
day Mr. Harvey called upon me him- 
ſelf, ſtayed upwards of an hour, and 
made me a very genteel prefent. Ve- 
ry luckily for me, Cayou happened 
to enter the houſe as Mr. Harvey 
quitted it, and being informed that 
the gentleman who had been to viſit 
me was Secretary to the Engliſb Am- 
baſſatlor, his conſcience ſmote him 
on the occaſion, and apprehending 
that he might have been the cauſe of 

| that 
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that viſit, he took himſelf quietly 
away, and I ſaw him no more for 
three months. Indeed, I had my 
hopes that Mr. Harvey's civilities to 
me would have been followed by 
ſore attentions on the part of Lord 
Stormont, whom |-knew to be the inti- 
mate friend of Mr. Walfngham ; but 
in this, as in many other inſtances of 
my fooliſh vanity, I was mortified 
with the diſappointment of my ex- 
pectations. 


[ 
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My Duke diſcards me—Meet the Count de 
Guignes, who takes but little Notice of me— 
. Walking on the Boulevards form an Acquaints 
ance with the Counteſs de B— 4 remarkable 
Circumſtance of recovering her favourite Lap- 
dog, that recommends me to her Friendſhip, and 
that of the Count—Takes me to Abbeville—The. 
Count falls in Love with me. 


T this period my Duke, who 
had been ſo conſtant in his at- 


tentions to me, began to relax; and, 
after ſometime, wholly diſcontinued 
his viſits. I had in the mean while 
taken ſome. pains to renew my ac- 
quaintance with the Count de Guignes; 

. | but 
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but Whether it was from a change in 
his circumſtances or his fancy, I can- 
not tell; but; notwithſtanding his par- 
tiality for me when in England, aud 
the earneſt manner in Which he 
preſſed me to viſit Paris, he now took 
very little notice of me, and, when 
we met, accoſted me only with the 
forms of common civility. 

I began, therefore, rather tobe dia. 
tisfied with my fituation, and had forne 
thoughts of returning to Englund; 
but my femme de chambre kept up my 
ſpirits, by afſuring me of future con- 
queſts. Among other plans, ſhe 
propoſed throwing myfelf in the 
way of the Prince, of Conde; and I 
uſed frequently to walk in the gar- 
dens of the Palais Royal for that 
purpoſe, but without the promiſed 

ſucceſs. 
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ſucceſs. —One day, however, as I was 
going thither, who ſhould overtake 
me but Mr. Charles Townly and Lord 
Colraine, We were mutually glad 
to ſce each other, and I viſited them 
at the Hotel D' Angleterre where they 
lodged, in order to amuſe them with, 
and make them laugh at my account 
of my foreign travels. We paſſed a 


few hours very agreeably together, and 


as they were going to England the fol- 
lowing day, they made a little purſe for 


me tenen therm. aud I took my leave. 


The next day, as I was walking 


on the Boulevards with Nanette, 1 


ſaw. a very beautiful lady fitting, 


with her little lap-dog, on one of the 


ſeats; and, while ſhe attracted my 
notice, 1 ſcemed to be the object of 
hers :—in ſhort, with that good hu- 


mour and polite affability, which the 


French 
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French are known ſo univerſally to 
poſſeſs, ſhe aſked me to. fit down 
by her, and, with the afliſtance of 
my interpretreſs, we entered into a 
very amuſing converſation. — After 
fitting ſometime, I continued my 
walk.—The next day I had the plea- 
ſure of meeting her again in the ſame 
place, and renewing, my awkward- 
converſation with her. She was, as 

we found on enquiry, the Counteſs 
de B——, a lady of high birth and 
large fortune; and a circumſtance 
happened which introduced me to 
her intimate acquaintance, and I may 
add, friendſhip, My Sir Clement 
Cotterel, on this occaſion, was no leſs 
a perſonage than the little favourite 
lap-dog, which I have already men- 
tioned as the companion of the Coun- 
teſs in her afternoon promenades.— 


For 
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For as Nannette and myſelf were on 
one of our lo,, we ſaw a man 


or 
with a little dog under his arm, WW it 
which appuared to me to be that h. 
which T had ſeen with the Counteſs; n 
and on examining the man concern- i 


ing the animal, he put it down and t 
ran off as ſwiftly as he was able. Il : 
Having heard the Counteſs: expreſs UW x 
4 frequent and uncommon attach- f 
ment to this little Barbezte, I thought Ne 
it would be but a mark of civility Ill 1 
and good humour, to take it to her « 
Roufe in tlie New Square, which was 
ar no great diftance. | 


On my arrival there, I was re- 
ccived with the moſt polite welcome; 
ind if I had ſaved the lady herſelf 
from perditiotr, ſhe could not have 
ex pe herſelf with a” ſtronger 
N fene 
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tenſe of gratitude, than the did ups 
on my reſtoration of her little favour- 
ite. She told me that the Count 
her husband was then at his caſtle 
near Abbeville, but that ſhe ſhould - 
nevertheleſs,” beg the favour of me 
to dine with her the next day. I 
accordingly accepted the invitation, 
and a moſt elegant entertainment was 
provided on the occaſion. T had 
dreſſed myſelf for this viſit in the 
very extreme of the faſhion, and had 
decked Nanette alſo in ſome of my 
gayeſt apparel, in order that ſhe 
might attend me to interpret between 
me and the company, which con- 
ſiſted of a great number of perſons of 
diſtinction. I was extremely pleaſed, 
as may be ſuppoſed, with. the atten- 
tions that were paid me, and this 
ſattsfa@tion operating RR: muy. ſpi- 
| rits, 
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rits, I chattered my bad French, and 
made Nanette tranſlate my ſine Eng: 
liſh; fo that the ncvelty and appa- 
rent good humour of my eloquence, 
proved a very great entertainment to 
the Counteſs and her company. In 
ſhort, after this day ſhe never was 
eaſy but when I was with her; and 
Nanette having informed her that 1 
was a widow lady of faſhion in Eng- 
land, and of conſiderable fortune in- 

to the bargain, I was treated by 
this amiable woman with all the 
reſpect that ſuch a ſituation might 

be ſuppoſed to claim. 


—_— a> 6 ©. at 


Though the ſociety of the Coun- 
teſs, and her unremitted civilities 
were very pleaſing in themſelves, 
yet as they were not the preciſe ob- 
jects of my Journey to Paris, I yas 

forming 
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forming a plan to give them the ſlip, 
when the Count returned from the 
country. He was a very handiome 
and engaging man, and manifeſted 
an equal diſpoſition with his lady, 
to make their houſe and company 
agreeable to me. Nor was it long 
before he began to expreſs an incli- 
nation beyond the bounds' of mere 
friendſhip; but, though 1 am ready 
to acknowledge, that he as one of 
the moſt pleaſing men I ever knew, 
and a perſon, whom in other cir. 
cumſtances, I ſhould have preferred 
to almoſt any man in the world, yet 
ſuch had been the kindneſs of the 
Counteſs to me, that I was reſolved 
not to be unfaithful to her. Neither 
opportunity nor 1mportunity could 
prevail on' me, though the Count 
never failed of ſnatching the one, 


and 
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and employing the other, to gain 
the object of his paſſion. 


Soon after his return to Paris they 
went to their , country-ſeat, and 
forced me along with them : there 
J ſtayed upwards of ſix weeks, and 
though every day in danger from the 
attacks of my agreeable hoſt, I ſtill 
con 1quered my inclinations, and for 
-once in my life, ardent as they were 
for indulgence, ſacrificed them at 
the ſhrine of honour. Indeed, Thad 
a real affection for the amiable Coun- 
. teſs, and though I at this time loved 
the Count, he never gained the moſt 
trifling advantage of my partiality 
for him. 


On the return of the family tothe 
Capital, an. accident happened which 
4 ſeparated 
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ſeparated me for ſome little time 
from my friends, to their great mor- 
tification.— This circumſtance aroſe 
from an idle vanity of mine in wiſh- 
ing to make my hair of a. darker co- 
lour, which my coeffeur had under- 
taken to accompliſh, What the li- 
quor was which he applied to my 
treſſes for this purpoſe, I cannot tell, 
but after ſubmitting to have my 
head bound up for ſeveral days, I 
found on taking off my bandage that 
half my hair came away with it, and 
that what remained Was of a colour 
which no hair of any animal in nature 
I believe, ever poſſeſſed. In ſhort, 
1 was: obliged to remain at home as 
long to repair the injuries my locks 
had ſuſtained, as I had nm nee 
to produce them. 
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During my acquaintance with the 
Count and Counteſs de B 1 
had, it is true ſaved every expence of 
houſe-keeping, but the article of 
dreſs had been very heavy indeed, 
- ſo that my finances began to decreaſe t 
in an alarming manner; and as I ſaw t 
no apparent reaſon to believe they 
would be repleniſhed, I began to 
think ſeriouſly, and indeed neceſſa- 
rily of returning to England, and 
mentioned my deſigns to my friends, 
At firſt chey would hear nothing of 
it, and inſiſted on my coming to 
live with them as long as I pleaſed ; 
nay,, when the Count found me 
ſerious in my intentions, he implor- 
ed me with tears to ſtay in France, 
and offered, it I would remain there 
and be indulgent to his paſſion, to 
ſettle upon me an annuity of three 
[154 hundred 
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hundred louis.d'ors ; but I was ſtill 
deaf to his intreaties, and, I am 
proud to ſay, that ſentiments of ho- 
nour triumphed over my warmeſt de- 
fires, and that I continued to deſerve 
the friendſhip of the Counteſs ta 
the laſt, 


— ns —_—— oe 
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Avery ſingular Amour that occurred te me pre- 
vious to my leaving Paris, —which was af. 

terwards ter med by Mr. Malſingbam, Miſs 
& Sheldon's Dream.” — The Count de B 
preſſes me to continue in Paris, and offers to 
ſettle Three Hundred Louis D'ors upon me. 
iibſiand his ſolicitations, and ſet of for 
Calais. Arrival there, and Embarkation from 
#bence, - 


Now diſcharged all my little bills, 


| | Seve up my cloaths, and prepar- 


ed to return to Oli England, and re- 
new the diſſipated life of its metro- 
polis; but before I bid adieu to Pa- 


71s, I ſhall inform my readers of a. 
very Yingular and myſterious ci 


cxraſtifis 
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cumſtance which took place about a 
fortnight before my departure from 
it; the hiſtory of which I ſhall re- 

late preciſely as it happened to me. 


One evening, on my return from 
ſupper with the Count and Counteſs 
de B———, I found a perſon who 
had the appearance of an eccleſiaſtic 
waiting to ſpeak to me. I was at firſt- 
very much alarmed at this circum- 
ſtance, and began to fear that Mr, 
Caijou might have been employing 
ſome of his artifices to get me into 
his poſſeſſion. My fears, bowever, 
were ſoon diſſipated, for this perſon 
who ſpoke a broken but intelligible 
kind of Engliſſ, in formed me, that he 
had an hundred louis d'ors at mycom- 
mand, if I would conſent to accom- 
pany him for a few hours the fol- 

„ lowing, 
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night, where he had a commiſſion 
to condud me. He uiformed me at the 
ſame time, that, though there were 
reaſons why the viſit he propoſed 
I ſhould make, was to be conducted 
with great- myſtery, I might reſt 
aſſured of being perfectly ſatisfied, 
that no kind of danger or. un- 
pleaſaut circumſtance would attend 
my r with his propoſition. 


If this unexpected buſineſs had 
! happened in England, I ſhould not 
1 have heſitated a moment, but I 
vn had heard ſuch ſtrange ſtories relat- 
ed of adventures in France, that! 
trembled at the thoughts of. engag- 
ing in this. However, after con- 
ſulting with Nanette, who gave me 
every encouragement to accept the 
propoſal made to me, I informed 
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my viſitor, that I conſented to the 
conditions which had been offered; 
and would be ready the following 
evening to ſubmit myſelf to his 
guidance, I had no ſooner made 
this declaration, than he preſented 

me with a purſe containing the ſum 

he had mentioned, and deſiring me, 
rather in a tone of authority, to be 
cautious of repeating what had hap- 
pened,. to any perſon whatever, he 
made a very profound reverence > and 
took his leave. | | 


The 8 being made in ad- 
vance I thought a good omen; and 
my ſemme de chambre, who was rather 
an adept in the buſineſs of intrigue, 
uſed every argument her experience 
could ſuggeſt, to calm the occafional 
apprehenſion which aroſe in my mind, 

I 3 from 
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from the myſterious manner in which 
this intrigue, for there was no doubt 
of the nature of the buſineſs, as to 
be conducted, I did not, however, 
feel altogether comfortable on the oc- 
caſion; and though the louis d'ors 
were very acceptable, I began to 
think that even 6990 might be bought 
too dear. 


At length, after a ſleepleſs night 
and an anxious day, during which 
fear, hope, and curioſity, had their 
alternate aſcendancy, the hour ar- 
rived when I was to venture forth 
upon this ſecret adventure. The ſame 
perſon who had been with me the 
preceding evening, made his appear- 
ance, and, giving me his hand, con- 
duced me to a carriage, in which we 
were no ſooner ſeated, than it drove 

| off 
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off with the utmoſt expedition, Af- 
ter, as well as I could judge, about 
half an hour's very hard driving, the 
coach ſtopped, and my conductor, 
who had not hitherto ſpoken a ſingle 
word, informed me, that it was ne- 
ceſſary for me to quit that carriage 
and get into another; which was 
drawn up ſo cloſe, that we ſtepped at 
once into it. After another half hour's 
journey, we arrived oppoſite to a lit- 
tle. door in a-wall,—and my guide, 
taking me by the hand, opened the 
gate with a key, and conducted me 
chien it. 


It was now about twelve Gilt, 
and though the night was very dark, 
could diſcern very eaſily that T was 
in a garden, in which, from the noiſe 
of the water, there appeared ſeveral 

Ow of 
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. of thoſe fountains which are ſo com- 
mon in France. In about five minutes, 
however, we arizved at an houſe, 
which, as far as I could judge, was 
a very ſpacious building, Here he 
opened another door, and led me into 
a ſmall v ſt ibule, where an eldrly 
woman received us, and taking me by 
the hand, conducted me up a narrow 


winding ſtair- caſe into a moſt beauti- 


ful little chamber, lined in every 
part with looking glaſſes. She then 
ſeated me upon a ſopha, and tapping 
gently at a door on the oppoſite fide 
of the room to where I fat, haſtily 
retired, Nor was ſhe gone a moment 
before a very elegant, but ſwarthy 
man, made his appearance, dreſſed in 
a long robe de chambre, beautifully 
decorated with lace and ribbands. He 
accoſted me in the politeſt manner, 

but 
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but in the language of the country, 
of which I knew enough to under- 
ſtand that there was a great deal 
about love, and ſomethin g about Eng- 
land in his diſcourſe. He ſeemed, 
however, to be nearly as well verſed 
in my language as I was in his; for 
he could ſay—my dear—very pretty— 
and I lobe you: and l, in return, 
could anſwer, Comment vous,  portes 
vu Hort bien, je vous remercie—fi 
donc, &c. 


As well as I-could judge, he ſtaid 
with me about an hour, when, ring- 
ing a bell, the woman who had con- 
ducted me into the chamber, brought 
a tureen of ſoup, andhaving arrang- 
ed the neceſſary apparatus for my 
taking it, my gentleman bid me man- 
ger, and retired. Indeed, I found 

-I's myſelf 
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myſelf rather diſpoſed to manger, for 
the ſoup ſmelled well, and taſted 
much better. My attendant then pre- 
ſented me with a glaſs of delicious 
wine, and gave me to underſtand, 
that the time of my departure was 
come. She accordingly led me by 
the hand down the ſtair-caſe, and 
conſigned me to my original conduc- 
tor, who conveyed me back to my 
lodgings in the ſame manner he had. 
brought me from them. Not a word 
paſſed between us either going or 
coming, till he took leave of me at 
my own door, when he recommend- 
ed me not to open my lips to any per- 
ſon whatever concerning what I had 
ſeen or done. This injunction J im- 
plicitly obeyed; and even Nanette, 
whoſe curioſity was urgent upon the 
occaſion, was not made a confidante 


ANN SHE L DON. 203 


of this buſineſs; I told her it was no- 
thing more than a common amour, 
not worth the trouble that had been 
taken, and ſhe made no farther en- 
quiries about it. 


I certainly formed conjectures 
about this myſterious tranſaction in 
my own mind, but I had no clue to 
unravel the affair, nor can I now add 
a ſingle article to the deſcription I. 
have already given. The night was 
dark, and I ſaw nothing ſufficiently 
diſtinct to poſſeſs any image, but ſuch 
as might ſuggeſt itſelf to the fancy of 
any one who may read theſe pages. 
In paſſing from the houſe, on my re- 
turn to the carriage, we returned as 
we had come through a garden, where 
I ſaw nothing but the trees that 
ſeemed to cover us, and TI heard no- 
thing but. the noiſe of fountains, and 

1 6 the 


204 MEMOIRS Or 


the beating of a drum at a great dif- 
tance, Some of my friends, when 1 
related this ſtory in England, uſed to 
accuſe me of a deviation from truth ; 
and Walſngham always called it Miſs 
Sheldon's dream :—if that were the 
caſe, I ſhould be glad to repeat ſuch 
dreams frequently, as it certainly 


left an hundred ſolid Louis d'ors up- 
on my pillow. 


After ſome days J prepared in good 
earneſt to quit Paris; but ſtill the 
Count was urgent almoſt to diſtrac- 
tion for my ſtay ; and the Counteſs, 
who little ſuſpected her huſband's 
paſſion, was extremely deſirous that 
I ſhould remain with-them : finding, 
however, that I was determined to 
bid them adieu, they made me ſe- 
veral very elegant preſents, and ac- 

1 companied 
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companied me on my way as far as 
Saint Denis, where I took leave of 
theſe freindly and amiable people, 
who both of them ſhed tears as they 


gave me their laſt embrace. 


I now continued my route without 
interruption, till I arrived at Abbe- 
ville, when, who ſhould I fee at the 
public table there but Mr. Caſjou, 
and he prevailed upon me to take 
him in my chaiſe as far as Boulogne, 
On my arrival within a league of 
Calais, I ſtopped at a Chateau to deli- 
ver a letter from the Count and 
Counteſs of B—-—, whole kindneſs 
extended beyond their own imme- 
diate circle; for 1 was received by 


their friends here with as much 


kindneſs at I had ever been treated 


by them. This ſhort viſit ſaved me 


the 
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the expence of being at Calais till the 
packet failed ; for my new acquain- 
tances ſent a ſervant to take a place 
for me in it, and attended me to my 
entbarkation in their own carriage. 


CHAP. 
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Am once more ſafe landed in England, accempa- 
nied by Mr. Caijou, who fill peſtered me. — 
Duarrel on the Read 10 Canterbury, uit 
the C haiſe and walk into that Town in all my 
French Finery.— Arrival in London, Eu- 
ter into all my former Connections, and lead 


the ſame Life of diſſipation. 


AT length, after a tedious paſlage, 

1 found myſelf once more in 
Old Fngland; and my joy at that 
circumſtance could be only equalled 
by my impatience, to get to London. 
I therefore, immediately ordered a 
chaiſe for Canterbury, and was juſt 


getting 
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getting into it, when my evil ge- 
nius Mr. Cai again made his ap- 
pearance, and entre ated ſo carneſtly 
to accompany me, that I at length 
confented to grant his requeſt ; but 
we were neither of us diſpoſed to be 
in a very good humour, and when 
we were arrived, within two miles of 
the firſt ſtage, ſuch a violent quar- 
rel was fomented between us, that I 
quitted the chaiſe and walked by 
myſelf the reſt of the way to Canter- 
bury, where I arrived bedecked with 
French finery, and beſpattered with 
Engliſh dirt. The Counteſs of Hert- 
ford had come over in the ſame pack- 
et, which brought my perſonage to 
England, —and one of her ſervants, 
who was driving a phaeton upon the 
road, offered to give me alift, as he 
called it. But I was in an obſtinate 
mood, 
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mood, and arrived at the inn in ſuch 
a ſtate, and ſuch a figure, as would 
have juſtified the people refuſing me 
any kind of admittance ; nor, per- 
haps, ſhould I have gained it at all, 
if the chaiſe with my baggage, 
which had arrived before me, had 
not announced my poſſeſſing ſome- 
thing more than I had on my back. 
] was abſolutely draggled to my 
knees, my fine French ſhippers had 
loſt both their heels, —and I was 
otherwiſe in ſuch a condition as any 
one might imagine I muſt be after a 
walk of two miles in roads covered 
with mire. 


The firſt thing I did on my arri- 
val was to ſend for a ſhoe-maker, 
and when he came, he could hardly 


receive my orders for ſtaring at me : 
Indeed, 


* 
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Indeed, I might have told him that 
Iwas a true Mhite- chapel bird-catcher, 
with two ſlippers and one heel, but 
I was too fatigued as well as morti- 
fied to indulge any ſallies of humour, 
I was, however, ſoon equipped with 
ſome comfortable travelling neceſſa- 
ries, and as my caſh was diminiſhing 
very faſt, I took a place in the ſtage- 
coach for London, and arrived ſafe 
at an inn in Charing-croſs. Mr. 
Caijou, who did not ſeem diſpoſed 


to quit me, came in the ſame coach, 


but I was now free from all appre- 


henſions of him, and was determined 
to let him know my reſolutions con- 
ceruing our future acquaintance; I 
therefote, ordered my baggage to 
remain at the inn, 'till Iſent for it, 
—and told the gentleman that we 
muſt now ſeparate for ever, and as 


he 
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he had threatened me with a ſtrong 
houſe at Paris, I would take care he 
ſhould have one at London, if he 
troubled me any farther.— This lit- 
tle menace had the deſired effect, for 
he immediately went away, and 1 
ſaw him no more. 


I now hurried away to my man- 
tua-maker's, who ſeemed as much 
aſtoniſhed at my foreign appear- 
ance, as the Canterbury ſhoe-maker. 
After the firſt ſalutations, ſhe told 
me that there had been a thouſand -- 


reports about my going abroad, and 


as many gentlemen, ſhe believed, 
had been enquiring after me. All 
this I thought looked well, and I im- 
mediately ordered her to make me 
up ſome Engliſb cloaths with all poſe 
ſible expedition. I ſtayed, therefore, 

at 


- 


turn from the Continent, and they 
were not backward to come and wel. 


former pleaſures. 


and offered her five guineas to bring 
him to me. As had already deſired 
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' 
at her houſe 'till my wardrobe waz 0 
arranged, and then took a lodging in 5 
King rect St, Jumes's. ] wrote to 1 
all my friends, aunouneing my re. 5 


come my arrival, ſo that I ſoon 


found myſelf in the midſt of all my 


Walfngham having heard of 
my being in England, applied to the 
mantua-maker to know where I was, 


make enquiries, not to let him know 


her in caſe he ſhould be coming to 
| 


any thing about me,—ſhe was ob- 
liged to employ a ſtratagem in order . 


to get me to her houſe, when he was 


there, and thus ſecure the reward 
which 
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which was to pay her for her trou- 
ble. She accordingly came to me 
with a fabricated (tory of a lady who 
was to be with her that day at two 
o'clock, with ſuch bargains of ſilks, 


: as never were heard of or {cen before, 
'E This was a certain temptation for 
me, and 1 did not fail to be there 
'Y: the appointed hour; when as 

] was waiting for the merchan- 
dize, I heard a noiſe in a cloſet 


belonging to the room where the 
miſtreſs of it uſcd to keep her pans 
and Kettles, and juſt as I was going 
r | | | 
16 ſee what was the matter, the door 
opened and forth iſſued Mr. Wal- 
ng ham, as blck as any kettle in the 
place.“ Your ſervant Mademoi- 
« felle,”” ſaid he,. —“ you are wel- 
come from France; and imme- 
| diately began to jabber French as if I 
underſtood the language: but he 
might 
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might as well have ſpoken Arabic, 
and he found himſelf under the ne- 
ceſſity of returning to his vulgar 
tongue, | | 


He was really ſuch a figure, that 
if I had not been both aſtoniſhed and 
alarmed, there was wherewithall in 
his appearance to have made me 
laugh for an hour. But he gave my 
pleaſantries no encouragement, and 
began, as uſual, to deliver a ſerious 
lecture on prudence, which he con- 
cluded with the accuſtomed concluſi- 
on of propoſing an entire fidelity to 
him. Though I was not in one of 


my ſaucy humours, I had reſolution 


enough for once to ſay him nay ;— 


and to propoſe in my turn that he- 


ſhould viſit me in common with the 
reſt of the town, but with this pre- 
ference, —that whenever he would 
name 


9 
$ ; 
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name the day on. which he propoſed 
to come,—that ſuch day ſhould be 
reſerved for him alone. He was not 
quite pleaſed with my mode of 
arrangement, and promiſing to call 
upon me, in order to talk further 
on the ſubject, he took his leave, 
totally forget ful of his ſmutty figure, 
and I could not reſiſt the joke of let- 
ting the noble Captain walk forth 
with all the appearance of having 
amuſed himſelf that morning with 
a game at chimney ſweeping. | 


The next day I received a viſit 
from Lord Lyttleton, who continued 
to be frequent in his attentions to - 
me. He was generous in his pre- 
ſents, and mentioned occaſionally a 
with to keep me entirely to himſelf. - 
In ſhort, he really appeared to be - 
fond of me, gave my foot boy a very 

Be livery, and Fe at length 
that 
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that I ſhould go and live with him at 
his houſe.—But to this propoſition 
I would by no means conſent, as he 
had a very amiable woman; a Miſs 
Haward, who then lived with his 
Lordſhip. In ſhort, I got too much 
money. by ſeeing a variety of friends, 
to attach myſelf to the uncertain pro- 
te ion of anyone. Indeed, if I had 
purſued the œconomical plans of 
ſome of my female acquaintance, I 
ſhould ſoon have acquired the inde- 
pendence which they poſſeſſed. 


There was a Mrs. Sinclair, who 
was ſupported by Sir Robert Deane, 
and was one of this prudent claſs.— 
She was worth at leaſt ſeven thouſand 
pounds, beſides a great quantity of 
diamonds, and yet this woman, on 
an expreſs invitation to dinner, in 

5 order 
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order to accompany her to the Opera, 
produced nothing in the world for 
my entertainment but: a couple of 
Herrings. The circumſtance was ſo 
ridiculous that I could not be ſerious 
about it ;—lo after rallying her upon 
the overloaded table, I rang the bell 
to beg the cook would ſend me 
ſomething to eat, —when ſhe return- 
ed for anſwer that there was nothing 
in the houſe to eat, but the - fiſh 
upon the table, and that the fire in 
the kitchen grate might be all put 
into a tinder- box. I therefore or- 
dered acoach, and went home, where, 
if I had neither wealth nor diamonds, 
I was ſure of having at leaſt a ma 
tiful meal. 


N M friend Mrs. Blacguiere was alſo 
of the ſame bon: · picking order. She 
Vor, it. Hh was 
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was ſupported in a very elegant ſtyle 
indeed, by a Nabob juſt come from 


the Eaſt- Indies, with all the pride, 
ſuperciliouſneſs, ignorance and rich- 
es, ſo frequently found in perſons 


who have riſen from low ſtations 
to great fortune, 


This lady was not content with 
the laviſh kindneſs of her Ori- 
ental friend, as ſhe was continu- 
ally ſcheming how ſhe ſhould levy 


contributions on any of her own, or 


| his acquaintance, who might acci- 


dentally viſit her. 


1 remember, as I was fitting with 
her one morning, when ſhe expected 
Lord Clive, the made out a Milliner“s 


| bill for twenty pounds, and laid it 


_ the table. His Lordſhip ſoon 
after 
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after irfived*; and while we were 
chatting, he took up the bill, and 
amuſed himſelf with reading the ar- 


66 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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ticles. ** Ah!” ſaid Mrs. Blacquiere, 


the poor milliner called for Pay- 
ment of this bill this morning, 
but as I had not the money, ſhe 


was obliged to go away without 
it.“ Is it poſſible,” aſked his 


Lordſhip, “ that a Nabob's miſtreſs 
„ can want twenty pounds?“ “ It 
is even ſo,“ replied ſhe—and worſe 
e than. that.“ Whereupon, after 


rallying her for ſome time, he took 


a bank bill out of his pocket book, 
and putting it upon the end of his 
cane, preſented it to her.—Thus 
did ſhe add to her heaps ; and when- 
ever her Nabob dined out, ſhe pur- 
ſued the ſaving art of ordering no 
dinner at all, and giving that to her 


K 2 purſe, 
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purſe, which was intended for her 
table. 


— g 


I then, it is true, deſpiſed this 
ſaving knowledge, and the arts 
Which accompanied it; but I have 
ſince lamented, again and again, that 
I had not poſſeſſed ſome ſhare of it. 
— Many a ſcene of diſtreſs that I have 
ſince experienced would have been 
unknown ; and the preſent moment 
would not have been embittered with 
the apprehenſions that the next may 
be without ſupport, or obliged to 
depend for it on that mode of life, of 
which Iought long ago to have taken 
my farewell. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIIV. 


Some curious Anecdotes of Mrs. Blaquiere and 
Mr. Cooper, her Eaſt India Nabob—Form a 
a new Connection with the Reverend Mr. 
Welmore, an American Gentleman, who ſup- 
ported me in great Splendour, and, on his quit- 

ting England, conſign my Perſon to a Mr. 

| Dalby— Am per ſuaded by Mr. Walſingham to 
| leave Mr. Dalby, and live retired with him — 

Tale a Houſe at Lambeth. 


| FF my memory does not deceive 
me, Mrs. Blacquiere's Nabob was 
a Mr. Cooper ; ; and though there was . 

| nothing in his manner, converſa- 
tion, and appearance that 1s worth 
the ink, which I waſte in writing 
his name, an accidental circumſtance, 
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of a ſingular deſcription, and which I 
cannot paſs over without deſcribing, 
will give him a niche in this work, 
which all his wealth would not other- 
wile have purchaſed for him, 


It was one night, when the Nabob 
was not expected home, that Mre, 
Blacquiere deſired me to fleep with 
her, which I accordingly did: How- 
ever, in the middle of the night, or 
rather very early in the morning, 
Mr. Cooper came home, and, being 
informed that I was in bed with Mrs, 
Blacquiere, he ſwore he would join 
the party. I was faſt aſleep when 
he entered the chamber ; but was 
awakened by my friend, who defired 
me to get up and go into another 
bed, for that the Nabob had come 
home, and was undrefling himſelf to 

come 
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come into that where we were, I 
bid her be at reſt, for I neither would 
change my bed, nor ſuffer him to 
partake of ours; and I kept my 
word—for, on his making an attempt 
to approach our couch, I knocked 
hie little chamber candleſtick out of 
his hand, and ſeizing at the ſame 
moment a piſtol tinder-box, which 
was on the night-table, ſnapped it 
immediately in his face. 'The Na- 
bob, who thought in reality that it 
was a piſtol, was fo frightened as to 
tumble over a chair firſt, and alarm 
the houſe afterwards.—As, for my 
part, I had thrown myſelf upon the 
bed in ſuch a violent fit of laughter, 
that I ſhook the room; and when, on 
the lights being brought, Mrs. Blac- 
quiere found nd harm had happened 
to Mr, Cooper, ſhe began to pay ſome 
K 4 atten- 
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attention to me; and fancying that, 
from the agitation wherein I appear- 
ed, I was in ſtrong hyſterics, the had 
emptied a bottle of water upon me 
before I knew what ſhe was about. 
But my fit took a very unexpected 
turn; for, in endeavouring to return 
her a compliment of a very different 
kind, I miſtook my aim, and empti- 
ed the veſlel I had ſeized full in the 
face of the aſtoniſhed Nabob.—A new 
alarm was now given, other beds 
were obliged to be prepared ; and after 
the Nabob had ſhifted himſelf, he and 
his lady thought proper to ſhift their 
quarters, and left me to ſome very 
comfortable ſlumbers. In the morn- 
ing, however, we all met at break- 
faſt, and the adventure of the preced- 
ing night was talked over with that 
good humour, which, whatever peo- 

ple 
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ple may feel, it 1s prudent at leaſt 
to appear to poſſeſs on ſuch occaſions. 


A few nights after this, curious 
event, I went to a maſquerade 
at the Opera-Houſe, where 1 made 
acquaintance with Mr. Robert Love- 
leſs, and the Reverend Mr. Welmore, 
a gentleman from America, whom I 
afterwards found to be of a very ge- 
nerous diſpoſition, and blefled with a 
happy accompanyment of a weighty 
purſe. Theſe gentlemen took me to 
Mr. Pratt's, in Covent-Garden, and the 
next day accompanied me home to 
my lodgings, where theycontinued to 
viſit me: In ſhort, I received ſo much 
money from my new viſitors, that I 
ſet up my carriage, and was ſeen in 
every part of the town, and at all the 

public places with theſe gentlemen, 
till Mr. Melmore returned to America. 


C 
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He was not gone, however, many 
days before Mr. Charles Dalby came 
to town, and ſoon found me out. He 
had formerly been an occaſional 
friend of mine, and was now likely 
to be more ſo; for he was determin- 
ed, he faid, to live with me, and had 
got a thouſand pounds in his pocket : 
Indeed, he had juft been at Mr. 
Child's for the money; and, as he 
was not quite in his ſober fenſes, the 
Clerks of the Bank had made an ex- 
cuſe not to pay fuch a ſum to him, 
till they had conſulted one of their 
maſters. 


As 3 were the means, it would 
have been my fault if we had not 
lived comfortably together, which 
we, in reality, did for ſome time. — 


Mr. 
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Mr. Dalby, however, did not quite 
approve of the coach ; but he had no 
objection to ride in it no more had I. 
And one morning, as I was paſſing 
through Grofvenor-Square, in order to- 
pay a viſit to Miſs Carr, in Park- 
feet, whom ſhould I meet but Mr. 
Malſingbam, nor did he heſitate to 
ſtop the coach; and having got into 
it, did he heſitate to abuſe it, and its 
miſtreſs, and all who had any concern. 
in it: In ſhort, he ſaid fo much: 
about my folly and its conſequences; 
and promiſed ſo vehemently to ſup-- 
port me himſelf, if I would take a 
ſmall houſe and' live retired, that T 
engaged to comply with his recom- 
mendation the moment I was diſen- 
gaged from my preſent connection. 
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At length Mr. Dalby's thouſand 


pounds were almoſt exhauſted ; and, 
as he had occaſion to go down in- 
to Flertford/hire for ſometime, I took 
that opportunity of giving up my 
coach, quitting my town lodgings, 


and taking a ſmall, houſe of about 


eighteen pounds a year, m the 


neighbourhoge: of Lainbeth. 


This little place I fornified in a 
very neat manner; and the moment 
I was ſettled, I tent to Mr. Walſing- 
ham, to inform him that his reite- 
rated ſuggeſtions were at length re- 
alized, and that he could not be too 
early in coming to ſce the fruits of 
them. The gentleman accordingly 
came; and now that I had, done every 
thing which I thought would pleaſe 

b him, 
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him, he pretended fill to be diſſa- 
tisfied. The neighbourhood, he ſaid, 
was vulgar ; and, though he had for 
many years been perſuading me to 
live in a nutſhell, he now thought 
my houſe was of too ſmall dimen- 
ſions : Indeed, he never came to ſee 
me but he had ſome new flur to 
throw upon a ſituation which he had 
himſelf occaſioned ; and, therefore, 
I told him, with my uſual freedom, 
that I fancied he only wanted an ex- 
excuſe not to fulfil his engagement 
with me; and, if that were the caſe, 
he and his engagement might troop 
aw ay together, 


This breeze, it is moſt certain, 
carried him off; 'but I did not ſtand 
in need of viſitors, for, ſmall as my 


- 1 habi- 
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habitation was, I had plenty of 
them ; and went as much to public 
places as when I lived in the more 
immediate vicinity of them all. 


CHAP, 
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C H AP. XVII. 


Receive a very unexpected Letter from Count de 
B——, who had left France in confequence of 
a Duel Propoſe to live with me Accept 
him— He continues with me until he ts recalled 
bome, his Antagoniſt having recovered—P/Fif/hes 


me to accompany him, but decline it. 


New, or rather an old unexpeded 

" acquaintance, in a new capa-ity, 
now appeared upon the ſcene. I one 
morning received a letter, written in 
French ; and, carrying it for inter- 
pretation to my friend, Madame Sep- 
. it appeared to be from Count 


1 
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B „whom I have already men- 
tioned with ſo much regard, for his and 
his lady's friendſhip while I was in 
Paris. In this letter he informed 
me that the Counteſs was dead; in 
conſequence of which event, he was 
come to paſs ſome time in England, 
and that he wiſhed extremely to ſee 
me at his lodgings in Bond- Street. 


As I have already mentioned my 
great partiality for this amiable no- 
bleman, and the circumſtances that 
controuled my affection, it will not 
'now be conſidered as a matter of ſur- 
priſe that I ſhould take the moſt im- 7 
mediate opportunity of paying my 
devoirs to him. I, therefore, orders 
ed a coach, and went without delay 
to anſwer the  bi//et-doux in perſon, 
and was received with all the warmth. 

| which 
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which I had reaſon to expect from a 
a perſon who had always profeſſed 
ſuch a devoted attachment to me.— 
] was, however, rather mortified 
with the appearance of a lady in the 
drawing-room, who was big with 
child, and aſſumed, as far as I could 
judge, the character of miſtreſs of 
the houſe. But the Count's interpreter 
{oon explained the matter to me; and 
I was given to underſtand that ſhe was 
a confidential ſervant belonging ta 
Monſieur de B „who had been 
very uſeful in aſſiſting him to get his 
effects from France, as he had been 
obliged to leave that country in con- 
ſequence of a duel he had fought, and 
the uncertain ſtate of his antagoniſt's 
life; aud that, if the gentleman 
ſhould die, the Count would never 
be able to return to Fance. 


The 
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The next day he dined with me 
at Lamoeth, and the day following 
I called to take coffee with him; 


when the Count and his maid, who 


was called Marie, were examining 
his plate, and counting over his 
louis d'ors, to a very great amount. 
This heap of money, 1n ſpite of my 
violent attachment to my French 
lover, attracted a very anxious atten- 
tion on my part: Indeed, Marie ſeem- 
ed to have the ſame diſpoſitions ; 
for, ſometime afterwards, on a pre- 
tence of being jealous of me, the took 
her leave of her maſter, and contriv- 
cd to accommodate herſelf with 
ſome of his plate, and a few of his 
louis d'ors, to bear the expences of 


her journey, wherever it might be. 


The 
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The Count, however, ſaw Marie 
no more, and, giving up his lodging, 
he came to live entirely with mez 
and, as my woman ſpoke French, he 
cſcharged his man ſervant, and was 
happy to live with me in that habi- 
tation which had given Mr. Walſing- 
ham's pride ſo much offence : Indeed, 
the latter gentleman happened once 
tocall upon me when the Count was 
with me, and had a long converſa- 
tion with him. Nor did this cir- 


cumſtance flatter my vanity a little, 


eſpecially when, on going away, he 
told me that my foreigner, whether 
a Count or a Marquis, was certainly 
2 man of faſhion—not, but I knew 
him to be ſo, from former expert- 
ence ; and my preſent ſituation en- 
abled me to determine that he was not 
only of high diſtinction but of a moſt 

gene- 
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generous nature; — he denied me no- 
thing he thought would pleaſe me. 
and I never was ſo well pleaſed as 
when 1 was ſhewing him off at any 
public place, and myſelf along with 
him; it may, therefore, be ſuppoſed 
that we were conſtant attendants on 
every faſhionable diverſion. 


Thus the Count and I paſſed ſome 
time together in great comfort, - but 
this was not deſtined to laſt; for he 
received letters from France, that the 
gentleman with whom he had fought. 
was perfectly recovered, and that the 
King had recalled him home. 


I was very unhappy at this cir- 
cumſtance, and the Count was very 
defirous that I ſhould accompany him 
to the Continent, and offered to ſet- 


tle- 
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tle three hundr ed pounds a- year upon 
me; but as I underſtood he was en- 
gaged to marry the lady about whom 
he had fought the duel, and having 


had ſome little experience of his 


country, I was determined to remain 


on this ſide of the Straits of Calazs. 
I accompanied him, however, as far 
as Dover, where he completed his 


paſt generoſity by a very handſome 


-proof of his regard, and we took leave 


of each other with every eee 
of mutual regret. 


F 
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Remove from Lambeth to Argyle fircet. Live 
. wholly with Mr. Walſingham—Lady Pelham 
and Lady Fitzroy think me an improper Neigh- 
bour, and endeavour to get me removed. An 

. alarming Affray with three officers, who were 
going to ſerde me with an Execution, Sc. Sc. 


O my return to Lambeth, I be- 

came very melancholy, and was 
extremely at a loſs in what manner 
to ſhape my courſe. Calling, how - 
ever, accidentally on Mrs. Danbrook, 
the milliner in Duke-/treet, St. fames's, 
whom I had not ſeen for ſome time, 


ſhe 
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ſhe immediately reprobated my ſmo- 
thering myſelf, as ſhe called it, in 
ſuch a diſmal place as Lambeth, and 
recommended me, without delay, to 
take a lodging in her quarter of the 
town. In ſhort, ſhe ſaid ſo much on | 
the ſubject, and my ſpirits were ſo Il 
diſconcerted by the departure of the 
Count, that the very next day I ſent 9 
for an upholſterer, to whom I ſold 
my goods, and immediately changed 
the air of Lambeth for that of 42 


Atreet. 


It was very fortunate for me, that 
at this time I was well furniſhed 
with clothes, and rather proud in 
purſe; for the Count had been ſo 
long with me, that I had dropped all 
my old friends, and had, at this time, 
the miſcrable buſineſs of ſeeking tor 


new 
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new ones. There was one old one 
indeed, to whom I thought proper to 
apply, and that was Mr. JVa/ſingham, 
who immediately came to me, and 
ſeemed ſo extremely pleaſed with 
my ſituation, that he ſpoke to the 
maſter of the. houſe himſelf, and, 
after explaining certain circum— 
ſtances, defired that no man what- 
ever but him might be permitted to 
go into my apartment. 


Here lived in abſolute retirement, 
and entire fidelity to Mr. Malſingbam 
for a conſiderable time ; when having, 
in one of my very rare,perambulations, 
ordered a pair of bracelets, I defired 
the jeweller to bring them home 
and receive his money, which he ac- 
cordingly did, —but had no ſoon- 
er aſcended to my drawing- room, 

4 than 
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than the maſter of the houſe, in obe- 


dience to Mr. WYalfingham's orders, 
flew vp after him, and, taking him 


by the collar, infiſted on his immedi- 


ately quitting the room and the houſe. 
At firſt 1 thought proper to explain 
the buſineſs to my landlord, not hav- 
ing the leaſt doubt, when he was ac- 


quainted with it, that he would no 


longer perſiſt in his .outrageous con- 
duct; but his violence was not to be 
quelled by my information and en- 
treaties.; ſo that at laſt being worked 
up into a little wrath of my own, 1 
ſeized: a ſword of Mr. Sqweedland's, 
which hung up in the room, drew 
it manfully out of the ſcabbard, and 
drove my boiſterous landlord into the 


corner of the room, where he grew 


quiet as a lamb, and, on his bended 
knees, begged that life which, ſo 
VOL, III. L. violent 
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violent was my paſſion, chat, if it 
had not been for the ſilverſmith, 1 
ſhould not have ſpared Him. I fill, 

however, kept the point of my fword 
at his breaſt, and ſhould Have kept 
him'in this ſtate of apprehenſion ſome 
time longer, if His fears Had not found 
their way fron biw in a manner ſo 
ridiculous, as at once to difarm my 
rage, and with an odour that threats 
ened peſtilence to the apartment. 
We ſuffeted, therefore, the poor offi- 
cious devil to waddle away in his 
own fœtid atinoſphere, and: leave the 
ſilverſtith and'myfelf to finifh the 
ſcene with: thoſe burſts of laughter | 
which it might be e ſappoſed 
to excite. 


| Notwithſtanding = Miele aul 
ward hiſtory, 1 continued in N 
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lodging ; yet, in ſpite of his wrocful 
experience, the landlord ſtill kept a 
very watchful eye over me, ſo that 
no one could find acceſs to me but 
Mr. Malſingham. Being thus debar- 
red from a variety of company, I-was 
determined to amuſe myſelf in my 
apartments by myſelf as well as I 
could; and as Jalways kept my win- 
dows open, and was continually 
playing ſome kind of antics.or other, 
I began to give offence to ſome.of my 
ſupercilious neighbours, and com- 
plaints proceeded from ſeyeral af 
them on my account. Among the 
reſt, Lady Fiisroy thought ꝓropęr tp 


think me very improper to reſide in 


her neighbourhood, becauſe her huſ- 


band, Mr. Feferres, uſed ſometimes, 
as he paſſed by when J was at the 


wandow, to kiſs, his hand to me. | 


L 2 Lady 


: 
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Lady Pelham alſo thought it indecent 
for me to keep my windows open 
but I ſent her word that air was ſree, 
and that when it was taxed, I hoped 
to be able to pay forit as well as her 
Ladyſhip. Nor was my landlord, 
though for his own ſake, leſs ſturdy 
than myſelf; for he poſitively re- 
fuſed to give me warning, in ſpite of 
all the remonſtrances of his great 
neighbours ; and aſſured them, when 
they called upon him on my account, 
that while my rent was paid as punc- 
tually as it had always been, - he 
ſhould be glad to keep me as Dong as 
Ichoſe to ſtay. 


Blut ſtill this fellow was vigilance 
itſelf. He poſſeſſed all the genius of 
a ſpy—and was qualified to have 
been in the firſt bane as bee of the 
French 
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French police. If I received a me- 
ſage, he was ſure to queſtion the meſ- 
ſenger—and if J quit ſent my ſer- 
vant on an errand, he was ſure to ſol- 
low her himſelf, or order ſome one 
to do it. If I went out in a 
coach, he never heſitated to get be- 
hind it—and this was the only ſitua- 
tion in-which I could exerciſe my re- 
venge for his impertinence; for 
whenever IJ found he had taken poſt 
as footman, Inever failed to exerciſe 
my authority over the coachman, by 
making him drive, into every ſtrange 
part and corner of the town. I have. 
Frequently, gone to //hitechapel, Rag 
Fair, and the neighbourhood, for 10 
other. purpoſe but to puzzle his brain, b 
and to ſhake his bones. More than 
half a dozen times have 1 paid half a 
guinea for an evening's ride, in order 


L. 3 to 
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to weary my attendant of his pur- 


ſuits ; but he was inflexible, and con- 
tinued to torment me to the laft. 


Lord Ancram, now the-Marquis of 
Lothian, and another nobleman, call- 
ing upon me one evening, my land- 
lord prefented himſelf at the door, 
as uſual, to ſay I was not at home, 
when I threw open one of the win- 
dows, and affured my viſitors of the 
contrary : but he ſtill perſiſted to op- 
poſe their going up ſtairs till coming 
down, I ſeized him by the collar, and 
boxed his ears for ſome minutes, to 
the no ſmall amuſement of my 

friends; who, after enjoying this un- 

expected ſcene, paſſed a merry hour 
or two with me, without any far. 
ther interruption, | 


A few 


my oy 2 — — WS * 


7 | 
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A few days after this little alter- 
cation ſome gentlemen appeared at 
the door, of another deſcription, 
They were no leſs than three officers 
belonging to the Court of Conſcience, 
who, with the plaintiff at their head, 
declared that they had an execution 
againſt the lady in the firſt floor,— . 
And now that 1t would have been 
kind in my landlord to have kept 


faſt his door and watched his ſtair- 


caſe, he contrived to do neither one 
or the other; and I had no other re- 
fuge left but my bedchamber, in 
which, having firſt poſſeſſed myſelf 
of Mr Sweedland's ſword, I moſt 
manfully locked myſelf. But the 
myrmidon's, on finding me eſcaped 
from the drawing-room, began to 
force open the door of the bed-cham- 


29 when my leine landlord, 
orien with 
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with his friendly officiouſneſs, made 
his appearance, and offered to ac- 
commodate theſe wretches, with a 
turn ſcrew, that they might take 
off the lock, and enter the chamber 
where I was without injuring the 
door. This being effected, they came 
ruſhing in, but 1 was reſolute, and 
kept them off with my extended 
ſword; and being convinced from 
the converſation which 1 had over- 
heard, that they had miſtaken me 
for ſomè other perſon, I was deter- 
mined. to change my defenſive poſ- 
ture for offenſive operations. — ſo 
breaking the ſword in two acroſs 
my lap, I approached them with a 
moſt violent ſpirit of attack, and 
With the part I, held in my hand be- 
gan to hack and hew their heads i in 
ſuch A manner, that the fellows, ran 
ſtreaming | 


6, 
4 s 
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ſtreaming with blood, to the drawing 
room windows, threw them up, and 
cried out murder in ſuch a manner 
as alarmed the neighbourhoo 1, and 
earneſtly begged for aſſiſtance, — 

In the mean time, the creditor, who 
was a Mr. Batty, diſcovering that I 
was not the perſon they were in 
ſearch of, fell upon his knees and 
began to ſupplicate me for pardon in 
the moſt abject manner, and offered 
me any, conditions I would name, to 
paſs over the inſult I had received, 


While he was in this ſituation, his 


executioners were preparing to ſteal 
down ſtairs, and get away; but I 
was rather too nimble for their de- 
ſign; and paſſing before them I 
placed my back againſt the ſtreet 
door, and kept them at bay, till the 


conſtable arrived, who took Mr. 


Batty 
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Batty and his cohort into Cuſtody, 
and conveyed them ſafely to the 
walch-houſe, where they remained 
"till the next morning, when they 
were carried before a magiſt rate, and 
gave bail for their appearance. Mr. 
Batty, however, made his peace with 
me, for happening one morning to 
find a fuit of linnen on my table 
worth at leaft thirty guineas, the 
circumſtance put me at once into 
fuch good humour, that I promiſed 
to think no more of my intended 
proſecution. 


END OF THE THIRD VOLUME. 
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